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MORMONS CHURCH STRUCTURE AND SERVICE

This article examines the structure and missionary activity of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, which is officially registered in our country. In 1992, the country adopted the law «On Freedom
of Religion», many people had the choice to follow any religion. As a result, in addition to the two main
traditional religions, other religious movements began to appear. To such religious associations is the
«Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints». «The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints» or they are
also called Mormons, began to come to the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan since 1997. That is,
they exist in our country for 20 years. During this period, the organization spreads its faith in our country,
increasing the number of its parishioners. Until now, this organization has not been considered by reli-
gion scholars as a separate topic. Thus, the religious association «The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints» was chosen as an object of research. In addition, this article will also consider the emergence of
the first representatives, official registration and development in the regions and cities of the Mormon
Church on the territory of our state.

Key words: religion, new religious movements, mormons, «The Church of JesusChrist of Latter-day
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H.C. OaTaeBa, K.A. 3aToB
MopMoHA@p LWipKeyiHiH, KYPbIAbIMbI MEH KbI3MEeTi

byan Makanapa enimizpae pecmu TipkeareH «CoHFbl KYH e@yAMeAepiHiH Mca Macix wipkeyiHiHy»
KYPbIAbIMbI MEH MWCCUMOHEPAIK KbI3METI KapacTbipblAaabl. 1992 >KbIAbl eAiMizae  «AiHM  CeHim
6GOCTaHADIFbI XXOHE AiHM OIpAECTIKTEP TypaAbl» 3aHbl KaObIAAQHDBIM, XaAbIKKA KaAaFaH AiHIH yCTaHyfa
pykcart 6epiAai, kenTereH AiHn GipAaecTiktep KypblAa 6actaabl. HeTuxeciHae KasakcraHaa Herisri
ASCTYPAI eKi AiHHeH OOAeK, 3re Ae AiHM aFbIMAAp KaHat >kas 6actasbl. OCblHAAM aFbIMAAPAbIH 6ipi
«COHFbI KYH 8yAneAepiHiH Mca Macix wwipkeyi» 60AbIn Tabbiraabl. «COHFbI KYH ayAneAepiHiH Mca Macix
wipkeyi» Hemece MopmoHaap KaszakcraH kepite 1997 xbiapaH Oactan keAe 6actaraH. SAfHu, GUbIA
20 xbIA 60AAbI. OCbl YaKbIT apaAbIFbIHAA OYA YIbIM €AIMI3AE 63 CEeHIMAEPIH TapaTblir, CeHYLLIAEpPiHiH
KaTapbl apTbin >KaTblp. OCbl XepAe Ka3ak, XaAKbIHbIH MEHTAAUTETIHe >KaT aFbiM KaAanlla OCbIHLWIaMa
yakbIT 60Mbl CEHIMIH TaparTbin, i30acapAapbiH TaybIn >KaTblp AEreH OpbIHABI Cypak, TybiHAaMAblL. Ocbl
yaKbITKa AENiH eAimisaeri OyA yibIMHbIH KbI3METi apHaibl TepeHaeTin 3eptreamereH. COHAbIKTaH,
ATaAMBbILL YIbIMHbIH KbI3METi 3epTTeY TaKbIPbIObIHbIH, 6aCTbl HbICaHbI €TiM aAbiHAbL. COHbIMEH KaTap GyA
Makanaaa «CoHfFbl KYH ayAneAepiHiH, ca Macix wipkeyi» eKiAAepiHiH MEMAEKETIMI3AIH, ayMaFbliHa aAFall
KeAYyi, aTaAMbILL LLIPKEYAIH eAIMI3AE PECMM TiPKeAYi >KeHe aiMaKTapFa TapaAybl AQ KApacTblpblAQAbI.

TyHiH ce3aep: AiH, >kKaHa AiHWM KO3FaAbicTap, MopMoHaap, «CoHFbl KYH ayAMeAepiHiH Mca Macix
WwipKeyi», MUCCMOHEPAIK.

H.C. AAaTaeBa, K.A. 3aToB
CTpYKTYypa U AeSITeAbHOCTb MOPMOHCKOM LLePKBU

B AaHHOV CcTaTbe paccMaTpMBAETCACTPYKTYpa M MUCCMHeEpPCKas aedateAbHocTb «LlepkBu Mucyca
Xpucta CBSTbIX MOCAEAHUX AHENM», KOTopas OoMUMAAbHO 3aperMcTpMpoBaHa M B Hallel cTpaHe. B
1992 roay B cTpaHe ObIA NPUHAT 3aKoH «O CBOGOAE BEPOUCTIOBEAAHNS U PEAUTMO3HbBIX OPraHM3aLMIX»,
M MHOTME AIOAM MMEAM BbIOOP CAEAOBaTb KakoM-AMOGO peAurmn. B pesyabrate, B AOMOAHEHME K
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ABYM OCHOBHbIM TPaAMUMOHHBIM PEAMTMSIM, CTaAM MOSIBAATBCS APYrMe PEeAMIMO3HbIE ABMXKEHMS.
K TakMm peAmrmosHbiM ob6beamHeHusm oTtHocuTcst 1 «LlepkoBb Mucyca Xpucrta CBATbIX MOCAEAHMX
AHel». [TocaepoBatean «Llepkeu Mncyca Xpucrta CBSATbIX MOCAEAHUX AHEM» AU MX ellle M Ha3blBaloT
MOPMOHaMM, HadaAM npubbiBaTh Ha TeppuToputo Pecrybamkm Kasaxctan ¢ 1997 roaa. To eCTbOHM
CYLeCTBYIOT B Halwei cTpaHe 20 AeT. B TeueHue 3TOro nepmoaa opraHmsaums pacrnpocTpaHseT
CBOIO BEpy B Halllel CTpaHe, YBEAMUMBAs YMCAQ CBOMX MPMXOXKaH. A0 CMX MOP 3Ta OopraHmM3aums He
paccMaTprBaAach PEAMIMOBEAAMM KK OTAEAbHas TeMa. PeanrnosHoe o6beamHeHue «Llepkosb Mucyca
Xpucta CBSATbIX MOCAEAHUX AHeW» ObIAO BbIOPAHO B KaudecTBe 06beKTa MCCAEAOBATEAbCKON TeMbl.
Kpome Toro, B AaHHO#M cTaTbe GYAET paccMaTpPMBATHLCS M BO3HUMKHOBEHMWE MEPBbIX MPEACTABUTEAEH,
ouLMaAbHAS PerncTpaums 1 pa3BuTe B 06AACTSIX M FOPOAAX MOPMOHCKOM LIEPKBU HA TEPPUTOPUM

HaLlIero rocyAapcTaa.

KAroueBble cAaoBa: peAnrig, HoBble PEAUTMO3HbIE ABMXKEHMS, MOPMOHBI, «LlepkoBb Mincyca Xpucra

CBSTbIX MOCAEAHMX AHEM», MUCCUOHEPCTBO.

Introduction

The Kazakh people has its own ancient history, its
language, traditions and religion. The history of our
country has closely linked to Islam for many centuries.
Islam has become one of the main sources of the
original spirituality and culture of the Kazakh people.
Islam has been playing an integral part in the life of the
Kazakh people. Many changes were not brought as this
religion is similar to Kazakh customs and traditions.

Looking back on history the Kazakh people had
experienced many difficulties but they didn’t accept
other religion. Even the Soviet government tried to
prevent the spread of Islam poisoning the minds of
the people with “There is no God”. This in turn was
a severe blow to religious rituals passed down from
generation to generation but they firmly had kept its
religious values.

Having experienced hard time the Kazakh peo-
ple gained independence in 1991. The country ad-
opted the law about religion “Freedom of religious
belief and Religious Association” where many
people could follow any religion. Many religious
associations were created and people began to live
in peace. As a result, in addition to two main tra-
ditional religion, other religious movements have
been started. One of that movement is”The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints”.

“The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints” or Mormons appeared in the country 20
years ago. During this period, the organization
spread its faith in the country, increasing the number
of churchgoers. But how the Kazakh people accept-
ed such movement that is strange to Kazakh mental-
ity is the subject of our research work.

Research methods. In this article the historical-
comparative, structural-systematic, phenomenologi-
cal, anthropological, sociologicalmethods are wide-
ly used in order to define characteristic features of
Mormons.
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Literature review. Because of the lack of
scientific research works about Mormons in Ka-
zakhstan we had to refer to the works written by
foreign scholars. They are Mormonsscientists and
representatives of various Protestant denomina-
tions. Among them the works of Cowan, Mar-
vin “Mormon Clams Answered”, Walter Martin
“The kingdom of the cults”, McDowell and Don
Stewart “Handbook of Today’s Religions”, Kai-
ser Edgar P. “How to Respond to the Mormons”,
John Beadle “Life in Utah or the mysteries and
crimes of Mormonism”. Though it was written in
1872 it considered to be the best work in the Rus-
sian language. There are also the Russian orthodox
scholars’ works: A.L.Dvorkin “Prophets and Mor-
mon Gods”, O.Kazakov “Lament for Mormons”,
U.A.Kondratyev “History and belief of the Mor-
mon sect”. But there aren’t any works in Kazakh
language yet. “Religions in Kazakhstan”, “New
religious sects in Kazakhstan”, “Non-traditional
religious movements and cults” were written by
Kazakh scholars N.Zh.Baitenova, K.A.Zatov,
Sh.Rysbekova, K.M.Borbasova, B.B.Beisenov,
A.D.Kurmanaliyeva, B.B.Meirbayev. Those works
give a brief information about the service and his-
tory of this organization. You can also find a brief
information about the history and teachings of this
organization in encyclopedias, reference brochures
namely Religious Affairs Committee, Religious
organizations in Kazakhstan on reference book,
Religions in Kazakhstan in two volumes. We used
internet resources www.mormonnews.kz, www.
lds.org, www.mormon.org, www.apologia.narod.
ru, WWw.exmormon.org, www.antimormon.narod.
ru, analyzed Kazakh and Russian articles from in-
ternet and made references to them.

As was stated above those works give only a
brief information. Unfortunately, the works of for-
eign scholars hasn’t been translated in Kazakh lan-

guage yet.
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Main part

At the beginning of the XIX century with the
strengthening of Protestantism in the United States
other developed religious ideas began to appear. One
of these religious organizations - “The Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints™.It is also known as
the Mormon Church. This name was taken from The
Book of Mormon (Joseph Smith 2013; 104). It is the
sacred book of Mormons. This organization is the
largest in the Western religious organizations and is
one of the richest organizations. The Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints (the LDS Church or,
informally, the Mormon Church) is a Christian res-
torationist church that is considered by its members
to be the restoration of the original church. (Turner,
2012: 35). The emergence of Mormons religious
organization is closely related to the history of the
formation of the US. Leaders of the LDS Church as-
sert that the LDS Church is the only true church and
that other churches do not have the authority to act
in Jesus’ name. Nowadays the Kazakhstani religious
scholars classify this organization as new protestant
movements. (Baitenova, 2008: 205). Mormonism
like other New Age religions is the type of gnostic
ideas. Mormons believe that they are true Christains
not Catholic, Orthodox or Protestants. The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has many branches
all over the world.

A brief history of the organization. The church
is headquartered in Salt Lake City, Utah. Mormon
Church was established in 1830. The founder of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Joseph
Smith who received personal revelation from God
and His son, Jesus Christ, to restore the fullness of
the gospel, which had been lost shortly after the cru-
cifixion of Jesus Christ in 1820. Three years later in
1823, while Joseph was sleeping a light appeared in
his room. An angel appeared, claiming to be a heav-
enly messenger sent from the presence of God. His
name was Moroni. He claimed to be the lost survi-
vor of a lost race. He spoke of work that God had
for Joseph, and spoke of a book written upon golden
plates. He proved himself to Moroni, by keeping the
knowledge of the plates a secret. In 1827 Moroni
directed to the hills, where the golden plates were
buried. He then instructed Joseph to translate the
writings and then copy the onto paper. The golden
plates were a written testimony to the spiritual his-
tory of early America.

The idea that God and Jesus appeared to a
14-year-old boy caused many to be angry with
Smith and his followers. The Mormons were hound-
ed from state after state. J. Smith was killed. Finally,

Mormons left the community far away from the
country and founded the Salt Lake City. (O’Dea,
1964: 48). When the law against polygamy had been
destroyed, Utah became one of the state of the USA.
This state considers to be the leading state in giv-
ing up smoking, only 12 percent of the population
smokes and they often take part in charity events.
(Davies, 2003: 127).

If we talk about the structure of the church, Mor-
mons are controlled by strict hierarchical structure
of the Church. The president heads a hierarchical
structure with various levels reaching down to lo-
cal congregations. Bishops, drawn from the la-
ity, lead local congregations. Male members, after
reaching age 12, may be ordained to the priest-
hood, provided they are living the standards of the
church. Women do not hold positions within the
priesthood, but do occupy leadership roles in some
church auxiliary organizations. The LDS Church is
organized in a hierarchical priesthood structure ad-
ministered by men. Latter-day Saints believe that
Jesus leads the church through revelation and has
chosen a single man, called “the Prophet” or Presi-
dent of the Church, as his spokesman on the earth.
While there have been exceptions in the past, he and
two counselors are normally ordained apostles and
form the First Presidency, the presiding body of the
church; twelve other apostles form the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles. When a president dies, his suc-
cessor is invariably the most senior member of the
Quorum of the Twelve (the one who has been an
apostle the longest), who reconstitutes a new First
Presidency. These men, and the other male members
of the church-wide leadership (including the first
two Quorums of Seventy and the Presiding Bishop-
ric) are called general authorities. In the case of the
death of the Prophet first counselor is appointed as
a new prophet, and the second counselor becomes
the first one. Thus, the highest representatives of the
power moves one step forward.

Since the death of Joseph Smith there were 15
prophets in the history of church. The current presi-
dent is Thomas S. Monson. The living prophet is the
most important person for the Mormons.

According to the latter-day saints the mission of
the church is to help people to come to God. The
church structure is responsible for developing this
mission. There are many branches of the church.
The number of visitors usually doesn’t exceed 250
to 500 people. If the number of visitors are increased
the management can be divided in two.

Missionaries of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints (LDS Church)—widely known
as Mormon missionaries—are volunteer represen-
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tatives of the LDS Church who engage variously
in proselytizing, church service, humanitarian aid,
and community service. Mormon missionaries may
serve on a full- or part-time basis, depending on the
assignment, and are organized geographically into
missions.

After application to the church and the requisite
approval, prospective missionaries receive a “call to
serve”—an official notification of their location as-
signment—through the mail from the President of
the Church. The mission call also informs the pro-
spective missionary what language he or she will be
expected to use during his or her mission. Members
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles are respon-
sible for assigning missionaries to a particular mis-
sion. A prospective missionary receiving the call to
serve is generally considered to be a major event in
LDS culture; family members, friends, and mem-
bers of the prospective missionary’s congregation
often gather together when a call arrives, which the
prospective missionary opens and reads aloud to the
group.

General authorities and mission presidents work
full-time and typically receive stipends from church
funds or investments.

At the local level, the church leadership are
drawn from the laity and work on a part-time vol-
unteer basis without stipend. Like all members, they
are asked to donate a tithe of 10 percent of their
income to the church. An exception to that rule is
for LDS missionaries, who work at the local level
and are paid basic living expenses from a fund that
receives contributions from their families or home
congregations. But, prospective missionaries are en-
couraged to contribute the cost of their missions to
this fund themselves when possible. Members vol-
unteer general custodial work for local church facili-
ties.

According to the church official site statistics in
1850 the number of believers is reached to 60,000
people; in 1900 - 230,000 people; in 1950 - 1 000000
people; in 1961- 1 800000; in 1964. - 2 000000 peo-
ple; in 1970 - 2 500,000 people; in 1985 - 6 000000
people; in 2000 - 11 000000; The current president
of the churchdeclared that the number of Mormons
has reached to 15 million since 2016.

Under the leadership of the priesthood hierarchy
are five auxiliary organizations that fill various roles
in the church: Relief Society (a women’s organiza-
tion), the Young Men and Young Women organiza-
tions (for adolescents ages 12 to 18), Primary (an
organization for children up to age 12), and Sunday
School (which provides a variety of Sunday classes
for adolescents and adults). Women serve as presi-
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dents and counselors in the presidencies of the Re-
lief Society, Young Women, and Primary, while men
serve as presidents and counselors of the Young
Men and Sunday School. The church also operates
several programs and organizations in the fields of
proselytizing, education, and church welfare such
as LDS Humanitarian Services. Many of these aux-
iliaries and programs are coordinated by the Priest-
hood Correlation Program, which is designed to pro-
vide a systematic approach to maintain worldwide
consistency, orthodoxy, and control of the church’s
ordinances, doctrines, organizations, meetings, ma-
terials, and other programs and activities.

The church operates a Church Educational
System which includes Brigham Young Univer-
sity (BYU), BYU-Idaho, BYU-Hawaii, and LDS
Business College. The church also operates Insti-
tutes of Religion near the campuses of many col-
leges and universities. For high-school aged youth,
the church operates a four-year Seminary program,
which provides religious classes for students to
supplement their secular education. The church also
sponsors a low-interest educational loan program
known as the Perpetual Education Fund, which pro-
vides educational opportunities to students from de-
veloping nations.

In addition to these regularly scheduled meet-
ings, additional meetings are frequently held at the
meetinghouse. Auxiliary officers may conduct lead-
ership meetings or host training sessions and classes.
The ward or branch community may schedule social
activities at the meetinghouse, including dances,
dinners, holiday parties and musical presentations.
The church’s Young Men and Young Women orga-
nizations meet at the meetinghouse once a week,
where the youth participate in activities and work on
Duty to God, Scouting, or Personal Progress. Oth-
er popular activities are basketball, family history
conferences, youth and singles conferences, dances,
and various personal improvement classes. Church
members may also reserve meetinghouses at no cost
for weddings, receptions, and funerals. There are
some reasons to leave the mission, for example if
their children cannot take care of themselves, if a
man has a pregnant woman, if one hasn’t able to pay
debts, couples suffering from infectious diseases.

Newly called missionaries attend a short train-
ing period at one of 15 church Missionary Training
Centers worldwide. The largest Missionary Train-
ing Center is located in Provo, Utah, adjacent to
Brigham Young University. Missionaries who will
not be learning a language in order to serve their
missions spend three weeks at Missionary Train-
ing Center where they practice using proselytizing
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materials, learn expected conduct, and study the
scriptures. Missionaries bound for foreign-language
missions spend six to nine weeks at Missionary
Training Center, depending on the language to be
learned. During this period, they are encouraged not
to speak in their native tongue but rather to immerse
themselves in the new language.

All LDS young men are expected to serve a two-
year, full-time proselytizing mission.Missionaries
do not choose where they serve or the language in
which they will proselytize, and are expected to fund
their missions themselves or with the aid of their
familiesMissionaries are expected to pay their own
expenses while on the mission, often with assistance
from family. In the past, each missionary paid his
or her actual living expenses, but this approach cre-
ated a disproportionate burden on missionaries who
were assigned to more expensive areas of the world.
In 1990, a new program was introduced to equalize
the financial responsibility for each missionary and
his or her family. Now, all young missionaries pay
a flat monthly rate which is then redistributed ac-
cording to regional costs of living. Young people in
the church are encouraged to save money through-
out their childhood and teenage years to pay for as
much of their mission as they can, although many
receive assistance from parents, family, or friends.
Missionaries who cannot save the required funds
may obtain assistance from their home congrega-
tion or from a general missionary fund operated by
the church and contributed to by Latter-day Saints
around the world.

Mormons do not wear special clothing, but are
expected to dress modestly: for men, conservative,
dark trousers and suit coats, white dress shirts, and
conservative ties. For women, modest and profes-
sional dresses or blouses and mid-calf length skirts
are worn. In hot, humid climates, suit coats are not
required, and dress shirts may be short-sleeved. Ca-
sual clothes may be worn only in limited circum-
stances, such as when missionaries provide manual
labor or exercise. All full-time missionaries wear a
name tag that gives their surname with the appropri-
ate title.

Most missions are divided into several zones, a
zone being a geographic area specified by the mis-
sion president. A zone encompasses several more
organizational units called districts. Each zone and
district is presided over by leaders drawn from male
missionaries serving in that area. Zone and district
leaders are responsible for gathering weekly statis-
tics, assisting missionaries in their areas of respon-
sibility, and general accountability to the mission
president for the well-being and progress of the mis-

sionaries under their stewardship. A district typically
encompasses four to eight missionaries, and may or
may not comprise more than one proselytizing area.
An area is typically a portion of the LDS ecclesias-
tical unit known as a ward (or congregation), one
ward, or multiple wards.

In addition to the leaders mentioned above, the
mission president has two or more assistants. As-
sistants to the President are typically missionaries
who have previously served as district and/or zone
leaders. They serve as the president’s executive as-
sistants, administering policies and helping mission-
aries throughout the mission.

Missionaries are encouraged to write a letter
to their parents weekly. Since almost all of their
time is otherwise occupied, other communication
is limited. However, a missionary may use prepa-
ration day to correspond with any person that is
resident outside of the boundaries of the mission.
Missionaries do not go on vacation and are gener-
ally permitted to telephone their parents only on
Christmas Day, and one other day of the year, usu-
ally Mother’s Day.Missionaries are provided with
a free, filtered church e-mail account to corre-
spond with their parents on preparation day only
by using a computer in a public location, such as
at a public library or an internet café. In the event
of an emergency, family members of a missionary
may contact him or her via the mission president’s
office.

Single missionaries are prohibited from dating
or courting while serving missions. The policy of
companionships staying together at all times serves
to discourage these activities. While missionaries
may interact with members of the opposite sex,
they may never be alone with them or engage in
any kind of intimate physical or emotional activ-
ity (e.g., kissing, hugging, holding hands, flirting).
They may not telephone, write, e-mail, or accept
letters from members of the opposite sex that live
in the area where they are assigned to proselyte.
Missionary companionships are also asked not to
visit with members of the opposite sex unless at
least one person of the missionaries’ same sex is
present to chaperone. Alternatively, those contacts
may be referred to a companionship of the same
gender as the contact or to married couple mis-
sionaries, when available. Missionaries may use
public transportation, walk, bicycle, or in some
areas drive automobiles owned by the church, or
occasionally ride within a private automobile with
a church member who is accompanying them to a
teaching appointment, proselyting, or fellowship-
ping activity.
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A returned missionary (often abbreviated “RM”)
is a term used by members of the LDS Church to refer
to men and women who have previously served as
Mormon missionaries. Once they return home, RMs
are generally encouraged to begin dating seriously
and to seek marriage.

The health code for Latter-day Saints is based
on a teaching regarding foods that are healthy and
substances that are not good for the human body.
Accordingly, alcohol, tobacco, tea, coffee and illegal
drugs are forbidden.

Religious holidays are celebrated in Salt Lake
City church, in many other temples of the world.
The new church has been recently built in Brigham.
Like other Mormon temples it was built with the
most expensive materials because every believer
must feel themselves like they are in heaven.

Mormon temples are built resembling to
Solomon’s place as described in the Gospel. Non-
Mormons are not allowed to enter the church and
take photos as it is the sacred one.

Evangelical Christians in the United States had
criticized Mormons for a long time and they don’t
accept the teachings of Mormons founded by Joseph
Smith in the 19" century.

This organization pays much attention to the
relationship between father and son and wife.
Spending every Monday evening at home with their
family is one of the traditions of Mormons. Sports
events are held in the church on Saturdays.

There are 2 branches of Mormons organization
in our country in Astana and Almaty. Almaty branch
is located in the Al-Farabi Avenue. According
to the journalist, and one of the members of the
Mormon Marianna Gurina, the first Mormon
missionaries Russell and Margaret Bekuster came
to Kazakhstan in 1997. They were just talking about
their faith in their own home, and after the increased
followersthey officially registered the religious
community in 2000.

In the late 1990s, Pieper and his family moved to
Kazakhstan, where he learned to speak Russian while
working for a law firm in international trade law.
Pieper became the branch president and the first-
ever leader of the LDS Church in Kazakhstan. The
first branch opened in Almaty on July 29, 2001

According to the church statistics, today the
number of believers in Kazakhstan has reached
275 people. Two branches are working in Almaty
and Astana. If you look at the statistics in Asia, the
number of believers is 1 111 204 people. In addition,
42 missionaries have been working actively.

When I wanted to find a Mormon church in
Almaty I couldn’t find it at once. Finally, I found the
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church among tall buildings but it wasn’t a temple
with a dome as we thought. Ideally, the church
looks like a house of worship. In addition, it is not
a separate building, there is a separate entrance, but
the two-storeyd building. The building is surrounded
with an iron fence with the sign in Kazakh and
Russian language ‘The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints’ and ‘Mormon branch in Almaty,
Kazakhstan’.

The religious organization consists of different
nations such as Russians, Germans, Koreans,
Ukrainians, Kazakhs and Uighurs. The Mormon
church is administered by different nations. The
President of the church is Sultan Murat Dautov,
Uighur, his Second Counselor is Murat Imangazinov,
Kazakh, the second counselor is Vitaliy Tsai,
Korean. What I was interested was that 40 percent
of 275 people of the community are Kazakhs.

As there are 165 countries in the world so there are
so many Churches of Jesus Christ there. All donations
are given to a large accounting department in Salt-
Lake city. The expensive building in Almaty in one of
the more expensive areas is funded form there.

At the same time the church is actively working
with young people. The obvious example is that the
church organizes the annual “Youth Conference”
that is chosen by the main church in Salt Lake
City. It should be noted here that the conference is
attended by young people from all over the world
including the youth of Kazakhstan.

Conclusion

According to these statistics the church of
Mormons is actively working in our country. They
often hold conferences and seminars among the
ordinary people and the followers. The program
of such activities is different and interesting. For
example, visiting temples and houses of worship,
sharing experiences, organizing sport races, games,
etc. Young people have the opportunity to travel
abroad and learn foreign languages.

New evidence reaches the conclusion that the
followers of Mormonism are increasing in our
country especially in Almaty. The organization is
funded by the USA Mormon church. In this case,
the American life of style has a major influence on
the youth in Kazakhstan.

The Constitution of Kazakhstan provides for
freedom of religion, and the various religious
communities worship largely without government
interference, never to discriminate on grounds of
racial, ethnic or cultural origin that all people are
equal. However, the current religious situation in the
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country needs to take some measures. Otherwise,  young. In this regard in order to improve the legal
the current non-traditional religious movements  and religious literacy of young people there are still
are focused on young people and the followers are ~ many works to do.
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