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RELIGION AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN
CAPITAL IN KAZAKHSTAN IN THE AGE OF
INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGIES

Kazakhstan has set itself a new direction of development, after gaining independence, due to the
need to find its place on the stage of global political competition with the appropriate level of resistance.
New domestic strategies, goals and objectives have been born: to join the ranks of advanced developed
countries, to present itself to the world as a democratic state governed by the rule of law, to form a
spiritually mature society, to form competitive individuals in the information society, to improve the
welfare of the country, etc. For now, this, in fact, requires a different approach to the vital requirements
and conditions of human capital of the country. The ultimate destination here is the consideration of
each person in the country as a human capital. It is quite natural that human capital, particularly in the
spiritual spheare has its own conditions and principles, norms and life orientations. Respectively, the
main value in today’s society is information, which is now becoming a tool that directly affects the
development of society, without barricading the border between states. No wonder that many scientists
have proved in many areas that the consciousness of the population consuming foreign information, ie
media products, varies from period to period. And what is the response of the traditional Sunni-Hanafi
Islam, with which most of the country associates itself, to respond to the influence of modern informa-
tion? Do spiritual values are one of the main factors of human capital stability to play their role at the
required level? To meet the answers to this question and other additive questions, a sociological study
have been conducted among the clergy in religious institutions of the country — mosques. Based on
answers that have been obtained, the proposed article is attempted to reveal the results of the analysis
of empirical data.

Key words: information society, human capital, spiritual capital, religion, religious values.
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AKnapar XoHe TexXHoAorusiAap AayipiHae KasakcraHaarbl
AiH )K9He aAaM KarnMuTaAbIHbIH, AAMYbl

OAEMAIK casic 6acekeAecTik caxHacbiHAA Ka3akcTaHHbIH OFaH TUICTi AeHrerae TeTen 6epymeH o3
OpHbIH Taba GiAy KaXKeTTiAIriHe opai, eAiMi3 TOYeACi3AIK aAFaHHaH KeliH ©3iHe AaMyAbIH XKaHa 6afFbITbIH
anKblHAAN aaabl. OTaHABIK KaHa cTpaTerMgAaap, mMakcaT MeH MIHAETTEp AYHMere KeAAi: aAAbIHFbl
KaTapAbl AaMblFaH MEMAEKETTEP KypaMblHa Kipy, ©3iH KYKbIKTbIK-AEMOKPATUSAAbIK, MEMAEKET PETIHAE
SAEMre TaHbITY, PyXaHW KEMEAAEHTEH KOFaM KaAbINTACTbIpy, aknapaTtTbik, KoFamaa 6acekere KabiAeTTi
TYAFaAQpPAbI KAAbINTACTbIPY, EAAIH 9A-ayKaTbIH >KaKCcapTy >oHe T.0. ByA WbIHABIFbIHAQ eAIMI3AIH aaam
KarmTaAblHbIH 6MIPAIK TaAanTapbl MEH LAPTTapbiH 6acka KbipblHaH KapacTbIpyAbl KaXKeT eTTi. Tynten
KEAreHAe eAiMizaeri apbip TyAraHbl KanuTaAa peTiHae Garasay. KasakcTaHAarbl apaM KarnMTaAbIHbIH,
COHblIH, iLLiHAE pyXaHW KanuTaAAbIH KAAbINTACybl MEH AAMYbIHbIH ©63iHAIK LApTTapbl MEH YCTaHbIMAAPDI,
HOpMaAapbl MeH eMipAiK 6aFAapAapbiHbiH, GOAYbI 3aHABIAbIK. MyHbl KYHABIABIKTapFa A€reH TaAarnTbiH
KYH caHan e3repyi OpblH aAbiM >KaTkaH GyriH Ae aHFapy KublH emec. AKNapaTTbiK, KOFaMHbIH 6acTbl
KYHADBIAbIFbI — akmapaT, Kas3ipri ke3ae, MEMAEKeTTep apacblHAAFbI LUeKapaHbl KeAepri KepmecTeH
KOFaMHbIH, AaMyblHa TikeAelr acep eTylli KypaAFa alHaAybliHAQ. OCbl TYPFblAQ TOYEACI3AIK aAFaHHaH
6epi WeTeAAiK aknapaTTapAbl, SFHU MeAMA OHIMAEPIH TYTbIHYLLIbI XaAbIKTbIH CaHa-ce3iMi ap Ke3eHAe
OPTYPAI BOAATbIHBIH KOMTEreH FaAbIMAAP CaH CaAaAa ADAEAAEAL. AA eAiMi3AiH GacbiM Geairi e3aepiH
oHbIMeH 6aiAaHbICTbIPaTbiH CYHHM-XaHau BGaFbITbIHAAFLI ASCTYPAI MCAAM AiHI 3amaHaym aknapart
bIKMaAblHA KaHAAM >kayan KamTapaasbl? AAam KamnmTaAbl TYPaKTbIAbIFbIHbIH, HEri3ri hakTopAapbiHbiH,
6ipi — pyxaHu KYHAbIAbIKTAP Ka3ip 63 POAiH KaXXeTTi AeHrernae atkapa aayaa Ma? Ocbl xaHe e3re
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A€ CypakKa >kayan 6epy yiliH eAiMi3Aeri AiHM MHCTUTYTTapAafFbl — MELITTEPAETT AiHW KbI3METKEPAEP
apacblHAQ SAEYMETTIK 3epTTey XYPri3iAin, xkayantap aAblHAbl. DMMMPUKAABIK, MOAIMETTEPAIH, TarAdy
HOTUXKEAEPi YCbIHbIABIM OTbIPFaH MaKaAaAa KapacTbIPbIAFaH.

Ty#iiH ce3aep: aknapaTTbIk, KOFaM, aAaM KarnmTaAbl, PyXaHu KamnmTaa, AiH, AiHW KYHABIAbIKTaP.
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PeAurunsi u pasButue yeroBeueckoro kanurasa B Kasaxcrave
B 3M0XY MH(pOPMALLMM U TEXHOAOTUH

KasaxcTaH 3apan cebe HOBOe HanpaBAEHWE PAa3BUTUS, MOCAE OOPETEHMS HE3AaBUCUMOCTH, B CBSA3M
C HEOOXOAMMOCTBIO HalTKM CBOE MECTO Ha CLeHEe FA0GAAbHOM MOAMTUYECKON KOHKYPEHLIMM C COOT-
BETCTBYIOLIMM YPOBHEM COMPOTMBAEHUS. POAMAMCH HOBble BHYTPEHHME CTpaTernm, LeAM U 3aAaun:
BAMTBCS B PSIAbI MEPEAOBbIX Pa3BUTbIX CTPaH, NPEACTaBUTb Cebs MMPY Kak AEMOKPaTUYeCKoe Mpaso-
BOE roCyAapCTBO, CCDOPMMPOBATb AYXOBHO 3peAce 06LecTBo, chopMUMpOBaTb KOHKYPEHTOCMOCOBHbIX
AMYHOCTEN B MH(OPMALIMOHHOM OOLLECTBE, MOBbICUTb 6AArOCOCTOSIHME CTPaHbl 1 T.A. Ha AaHHbIN MO-
MEHT 3TO, MO CyTH, TPebyeT MHOrO NMOAXOAA K XKM3HEHHO Ba>kKHbIM TPEOOBAHUSAM 1 YCAOBUSIM YEAOBEYEe-
CKOro KanuTaAa cTpaHbl. KOHEUHOM LIeAbIO 3AECh IBASETCS PACCMOTPEHME KaXKAOro YeAOBeKa B CTpaHe
KakK 4eAOBEYEeCKOro Kanmraaa. BroAHe ectecTBEHHO, YTO YEAOBEYECKMI KannTaA, 0COOEHHO B AyXOB-
HOM cdhepe, UMeeT CBOM COBCTBEHHbIE YCAOBMSI M MPUHLIMIbI, HOPMbI M XKM3HEHHble opueHTaumnn. CooT-
BETCTBEHHO, FAABHOM LIEHHOCTbIO B COBPEMEHHOM 0OLLIECTBE SBASIETCS MH(DOPMaLME, KOTopas cenvac
CTAHOBUTCSI MHCTPYMEHTOM, HEMOCPEACTBEHHO BAMSIOLIMM Ha pasBuTMe obLIeCTBa, He 3abappuKasm-
py$ FpaHULy MEXAY FOCyAapCTBamMn. HeyAMBUTEAbHO, UTO MHOIME y4eHble BO MHOTMX 06AACTSX AO-
Kas3aAM, YTO CO3HAHME HACEAEHMs, MOTPEOASIIOWErO MHOCTPAHHYIO MH(POPMaLMIO, TO €CTb MEANIHYIO
NMPOAYKLMIO, MEHSIETCS OT MEpPMOoAA K neproay. M KakoBa peakumsi TpaAMLMOHHOIO CYHHUTCKO-XaHa-
PUTCKOrO MCAaMa, C KOTOPbIM cebst accouMmpyeT GOAbLLIAs YaCTb CTPaHbl, HA BAMSIHME COBPEMEHHOM
MHopMaLmm? BASIOTCS AW AYXOBHbIE LIEHHOCTM OAHMM M3 OCHOBHbIX (PakTOPOB CTaBMABHOCTM YEAO-
BEYECKOro Kanutaaa, 4Tobbl MrpaTh CBOK POAb Ha TpebyeMom ypoBHe? YTo6bl MOAYUMTb OTBETHI Ha
3TOT U APYrMe AOMOAHUTEAbHbIE BOMPOCHI, GbIAO MPOBEAEHO COLIMOAOTMYECKOE UCCAEAOBAHME CPEAU
AYXOBEHCTBA B PEAMTMO3HbIX YUPEXAEHMIX CTpaHbl — MeuveTsx. Ha ocHoBe MoAyYeHHbIX OTBETOB B
npeAAaraeMoi cTaTbe NpeAnpuHSTa NoMbITKa PackpbiTb pe3yAbTaTbl aHaAM3a SMMIMPUYECKMX AQHHbIX.

KAroueBblie cAoBa: MH(POPMALMOHHOE OOLLECTBO, YEAOBEYECKMI KarMTaA, AYXOBHbIN KanuTaa, pe-

AUTUA, PEAUTNO3HbIE LEHHOCTU.

Introduction

We can see from the pages of history that the
people of Kazakhstan, which is a historical and inte-
gral part of the people of Central Asia, have also un-
dergone many spiritual and cultural changes. From
the distant Middle Ages, the traditional religion of
Islam, which merged with the customs of the no-
madic people in the vast steppe, became a part of
their life. Also criticized in historical conflicts for
martial spirit and independence of the vast steppe.
Of course, people also experienced a great social
and spiritual degradation during the colonial policy
of Tsarist Russia and the communist-atheistic policy
of the former Soviet government. In addition, civil
wars and revolutions, as well as the active involve-
ment during the World War II (with 27 million hu-
man losses from the whole USSR and 1,4 million
from Kazakhstan) and the mass repression of Alash
(Alash /1917-1920/ — a constitutional democrat-

ic and a political party, a notably the first modern
organized political Kazakh elite group. A libera-
tion movement on the territory of the present-day
Kazakhstan) intellectuals, famines (the first famine
(1916-1918) — with 1.5-2 million human losses; the
second famine (1919-1922) — in some cases 2 mil-
lion human losses; the third famine (1929-1933)
— 2.4 million human losses) which recognized as
genocide also had a significant negative impact on
human capital for the people of Kazakhstan (Cam-
eron, 2018).

The people of Kazakhstan overcame social and
economic crises and various difficulties in the early
years of the independence on the basis of well bal-
anced and diversified policy which adopted with
the first president of the country. As it stated in the
Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan, its most
valuable wealth is a person and his life, rights and
freedom, as well as the freedom of conscience and
freedom of religion for every citizen. This approach
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has become the key to the internal stability of an
independent state and the peaceful coexistence of
the peoples living in it.

In this regard, it should be noted that the Law
“On religious activities and religious associations”,
adopted on October 11, 2011, recognizes the his-
torical role of Hanafi Islam and Orthodox Chris-
tianity in the development of culture and spiritual
life of the people and the importance of respect for
other religions that are compatible with the spiritual
heritage of the people of Kazakhstan.

In the aftermath of the independence, some 40
percent of Kazakhstan's population was Muslim.
As a young country, Kazakhstan necessitated to de-
fine the Sunni-Hanafi school to ensure the spiritual
stability of the society and integrity of the people
considering that this path is inherited from ancestors
and is deeply merged with the tradition and customs
of the people. Although before independence there
were only 68 mosques in the country, by the year
2019 they reached 2,626 in number. However, the
issue of the qualification level of the imams serving
there is still open (Kocybaes, 2019).

Justification of the choice of articles and goals
and objectives

The chosen research topic is based on the reli-
gious identification and increasing level of religios-
ity of the population of the Republic of Kazakhstan
in the modern globalization period. The need to
study the development of the religious situation in
the country is related to the significant impact of re-
ligion on the socio-political and economic develop-
ment of the country through its human capital. The
main aim and objectives of the study are to give a
brief resume of the today's condition and further
evolution of the impact of religious identification to
the society in the modern information era.

Scientific research methodology

The research was carried out through theoretical,
historical and comparative analysis, social surveys,
empirical methods and analysis of collected infor-
mation.

Main part

Today, the majority of the population of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, which is about 70% of to-
tal population, is adherents of Islam. The Spiritual
Administration of the Muslims of Kazakhstan gained

independence from the Spiritual Administration of
Muslims of Central Asia and Kazakhstan in Tashkent
during the Soviet era, and in January 12, 1990, at
the first Congress of Muslims of Kazakhstan, the
Independent Spiritual Administration of Muslims
of Kazakhstan was established as the Republican
Islamic Religious Association. The Spiritual Admi-
nistration carries out its systematic work with its
branches throughout the country in 4 main areas,
such as: preaching, qualified education, virtue, tra-
ditional religious position (from 2021 approved 7
main work-directions: Information and public relati-
ons, Preaching, Charity, Educational and human
resources, Spiritual education and Ihsan, Religion
and tradition, Work against foreign religious move-
ments).

Today, the structure of the Spiritual Administra-
tion consists of such departments and sectors as the
chairman of the Administration, Council of the Col-
legium, Council of Patrons, Presidium of SAMK,
Chief of Staff, Sectors and Departments for Reli-
gious Affairs, Sharia and Fatwa, for Mosques, In-
ternational Relations and Protocol, Hajj, Preaching,
Education and Science, Halal Product Standardiza-
tion, for youth, press service and Internet propagan-
da, as well as the administration of the Administra-
tion of the SAMK.

The goals and duties of the Spiritual Admi-
nistration of the Muslims of Kazakhstan: propaganda
and dissemination of the religion of Islam, ensuring
the correct propaganda of the religion of Islam and
the sermons of the Prophet Muhammad, preserving
the consent of the Muslims of Kazakhstan, contribute
to the preservation of Sharia canons in religious
organizations, solving of religious issues of Muslims
through authorized representatives in the regions,
training specialists for teaching the population of
religious literacy, establishing links with foreign
religious organizations, associations, educational
institutions, as well as the development of religious
literature, textbooks and necessary publications.

In this regard, we have conducted a sociological
study on the topic: "The formation of spiritual ca-
pital in Kazakhstan: the vision of representatives
of the Islamic religion” in order to determine the
role and importance of religion in the formation
and development of spiritual and cultural values in
society in the process of globalization.

The purpose of the study is to identify the factors
that influence the formation and development of spi-
ritual capital.

The following tasks are defined for its imple-
mentation:
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— to determine the role of religion in determi-
ning and shaping the spiritual level of society;

— to analyze the views of representatives of
Islamic institutions in Kazakhstan on foreign values;

— identify the types of actions aimed at the
formation of religious immunity in the process of
globalization.

Participants: religious clergymen of the bran-
ches of the Republican Islamic Religious Associa-
tion "Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Ka-
zakhstan" located in the regions of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, including imams-mullahs, who trained
at the Islamic Institute for Imams professional de-
velopment of the Republic of Kazakhstan under the

RIRA “SAMK?” in 2015-2021.The total number of
imams, who trained in the Islamic Institute is about
1,100. 10% of them, ie the number needed for social
research, were selected for the survey. Number of
respondents — 101. Methods used: in accordance
with the purpose of the research work, a quantitative
questionnaire was conducted to pick the necessary
data up. The survey used both hidden and open ty-
pes of questions, and at the end of the survey re-
ceived feedback from participants. In addition, the
subjective opinions of respondents were analyzed
on the Likert scale. Statistical processing of empiri-
cal data was carried out, and their validity was con-
firmed by analyzing the responses.

Propontisn of imans participating im the survey
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Diagram 1 — The share of respondents by region

Among the imams participating in the survey,
Kyzylorda, Turkestan and Almaty regions showed the
highest results. The activity of clergy of Almaty region
(18%) shows that the region is closer to the region

in the spiritual and cultural sphere. On the contrary,
Zhambyl region, which is traditionally considered a
southern region, has very low indicators (5%), which
can be considered as an example of social changes.

1. Di ywent Lkl 18t polegion afects b spivifual formaslios of 2 peraa in scity?

# Yes

Diagram 2 — Religion is a factor influencing the spiritual formation of a person in society

In order to reveal the problem of sociological
research under consideration, the survey compiled
the main questions compiled, and the views of re-

spondents presented with the Likert scale and the
principle from particular to general.In this regard,
in order to determine the role of religion in the
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formation of spiritual capital in society, the first gen-
eralized question represented as: “Do you think that
religion affects the spiritual formation of a person in
society?”

96 percent of the survey participants agreed that
religion plays a special role in the spiritual deve-

lopment of a person, demonstrating the importance
of religion in the formation of spiritual capital in a
person.

The following questions were also asked to de-
termine whether the answer given to the first ques-
tion is confirmative or refutative.

L Doex the religion have wn efTect on health, edscation and lving standards of peaple?

Yes, absolutely Yes, partly

No I don't know

Diagram 3 — The impact of religion on human health, education and standard of living

According to the obtained empirical data, the
influence of religion on human health, education,
standard of living, and the well-being of the general
population, which is an integral part of human capital,
was determined as high. That is, the majority (83%)

believe that religion has a direct impact on a person's
education, high professional level, stable work, and
living in accordance with the established spiritual values
in society. In addition, the share of responses that" have
a partial effect "and" have no effect at all " is 7%.

J. What is the contribution of the religion to the development of the
society? (several answers)

To have control on people
There is no contribution of the religion on the society
develpoment
Offers new life conditions

Teaches compliance to changes. .
Creates inter-ethnic and inter-religious peace and harmony
Teaches to comply with difficulties

Calls for educationI 14

o0 BOFG {113

2% Al

Diagram 4 — The influence of religion on the spiritual development of society

Religion contributes to the spiritual develop-
ment of society in the following ways: increases
inter-religious and inter-ethnic peace and harmony-
with majority (79%), teaches tolerance (77%) and
encourages education (75%)according to respon-

dents. So, the vast majority of respondents believe
that another role of religion reflectes in the estab-
lishment of inter-religious peace and tolerance in the
country, which in turn is important in supportive to
the policy of our unitary state.
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4. Do vou think that today religion is keeping up with the development of
the modern science and technology

67T

B% 4%

Yes, absolutely Yes, partly

No I don't know

Diagram 5 — The concordance of religion and science and technology

At the present time, in the process of global-
ization and the integration of cultures, spiritual
values in society are often disclosed to external
factors. And the process of globalization, in its
turn, is associated with the widespread introduc-
tion of modern scientific achievements and infor-
mation technologies into human life.That is, one
of the tasks of this scientific study was to deter-
mine what influence the achievements of modern
science and technology have on religion. In this
regard, the following question was asked: “Do
you think that religion is currently leading the de-
velopment of Science and technology?”. Accord-
ing to the more than a half of respondents’ answer
(67%), religion will continue to complement itself
with scientific evidence, which is now revealed
by the flow of time. Also, it has the opportunity to
spread among consumers with the help of modern
technical means (social networks, etc.), that is, it
will only have a positive effect on the propagation
of religion among the population as science and
technology develop.

Currently, in addition to ensuring the stability
of society, there are websites that promote
traditional Islam in the Sunni-Hanafi direction and
the Maturudi faith, which are compatible with the
spiritual heritage of the population of Kazakhstan
and have a historical role in the development and
spiritual life of the people's culture. These sites
belong to the Spiritual Administration of Muslims
of Kazakhstan and most of them are operated by

the grand mosques in regional centers. The most
popular of them are:

- muftyat.kz —official website of the Spiritual
Administration of Muslims of Kazakhstan; this site
includes links to 21 sites operating in accordance
with the requirements of the Spiritual Administration
in the Republic;

— islam.kz —national, spiritual and educational
portal;

- muslim.kz —official website of the “Hazret
Sultan” Mosque;

— ummet.kz — spiritual and educational portal,
official website of the Nur Astana Mosque;

— kazislam.kz — information and educational
portal;

- azankz - information and educational
portal, website of the Central Mosque of Almaty and
website islamdini.kz.

It is clear that the education and skills of
people, good work, access to various benefits
play an important role in the formation of
competitive human capital in the sustainable
development of society. And religion has a
special place in the inner stability of a person,
in the absence of stress, in his upbringing and
moral qualities. That means both of the upbring-
ing based on religious values in the family and
the ability of a person to communicate in society
lies in the merge of religion and culture in the
historical nature of the people. Only then, soci-
ety can have a stable viability.
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5. What are the main impacts today, in your opinion, of the development of
science and technolozy on Islam inoar country? (several answers)

Islam gets stronger as the science developes | §=.

Not any affect

Religious book would be read rearly
Leads to spiritual crisis

Incrises religiousity of people

Sets people against the (traditional) religion

=
5%
"
B
{8539 s Mt 4 2Rs L1

Diagram 6 — The impact of the development of science and technology on religion

The next question “What is the impact of modern
science and technology on Islam in our country?” re-
veals that more than a half of the clergymen (54%) think

that it leads to less reading of books (religious), while
about 35% of them shows oppositely, that it only con-
tributes to the strengthening of religion among people.

6. To what extent, do you think, the world of Western valwes (cinema,
misic, etc.) has a negative impact on the spiritual condition of Kazakhstani

society’?
e
Y i 1% 4%
Yes, absolutely Yes, partly May be, partly No affect I don’t know

Diagram 7 — The impact of some Western values on the society of Kazakhstan

The trend of globalization, of course, has
brought with it the achievements of advanced sci-
ence and technology from all over the world, and
with this it has created conveniences and benefits
in some aspects of life. On the other hand, it made
a comfortable environmentor intensified contradic-
tions and disagreements between different nations
and ethnic groups around the world, at the cross-
roads of cultures, in the integration of cultures.

This is due to that in the formation of spiritual
and cultural values in a person, we can see that the
religion is intertwined with the historical nature of
the people and religious principles are compromised

10

and absorbed into the customs, traditions and rituals
of the nation.This, in its turn, is determined by the
inherent differences between ancient spiritual val-
ues based on religion and values derived from the
achievements of modern science and technology. The
influence of Western values (cinema, music, etc.) is
particularly noticeable on spiritual and cultural values
which formed on the basis of religion.

A small part (13%) believes that foreign values
will not affect the spiritual state of Kazakhstan's
society, while the majority (80%) showed that
Western values will have a significant impact on the
spiritual state of society.
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7. Do you think that traditional Islam in Kazakhstan is strong enough to
withstand the influence of foreign values (cinema, masic, etc.)?

an

- ".

“ it

Yes, absolutely Yes, partly

No I don't know

Diagram 8 — Influence of some western values on traditional Islam in Kazakhstan

In the above question, the respondents said that
foreign (Western) values have a significant impact
on the spiritual state of society, but according to
their answers to the next question: “Can traditional
Islam in Kazakhstan withstand the influence of

foreign values (cinema, music, etc.)?", some of
them (31%) said that religion could fully cope
with the question, while the majority (44%) said
traditional Islam in the country still needs to be
strengthened.

8. What do vou think should be done to prevent the negative impact of
Western values (music, cinema, e¢fc,) on the spicifuality of Kazakhstani
socieiy? (several answers)

Wait for the decision from the Government
Oppose of the clergy through the social Network

Intensification the works of SAMK on this direction

Intensification the works on this direction through
Mass Media

Intensification the works on this direction in

Education Organizationsm
L]

N

N WP 4P 0% 60RO R RS

11F*

Figure 9 — Prevention of the negative impact of some Western values on the spirituality of society

The following question is "What should be
done to prevent the negative impact of Western
values (cinema, music, etc.) on the spirituality of
Kazakhstani society?" According to the respon-
dents' answers the following answers obtained:
an early start and increasing propaganda and
educational work in educational institutions (80%),
the importance of propaganda work carried out by
the Muftiyat (70%), the importance of the media in
the formation of immunity of citizens against factors
that negatively affect their spiritual values is also an
indicator (57%).

Results and discussion

To sum up, one must mention that in accordance
with the main purpose of the sociological survey,
we have obtained the main answers for the ques-
tions. In particular, we have found out that not only
education, skills or health, but also spiritual stability
contributes to the individuals' competitiveness in a
society in Kazakhstan.

The importance of religion role in ensuring ef-
fective and success in people's life is crucial. In short,
96% of the survey participants agreed that religion

11



Religion and the development of human capital in Kazakhstan in the age of information and technologies

plays a special role in the spiritual development of a
person, demonstrating the importance of religion in
the formation of spiritual capital in a person.

According to the survey participants, religion
contributes to the spiritual development of society
in the following areas: over three quarters of the
respondents (79%) say the religion increases
interreligious and interethnic peace and harmony,
77% say religion teaches for tolerance whereas three
quarters (75%) find religion to encourage education.

Therefore, the majority of the respondents
find that another role of religion is reflected in the
strengthening of interreligious peace and tolerance
in the country, which in its turn, is important in the
implementation of the policy of the unitary state.

Due to the received answers from Kazakh-
stani imams, religion continues to complement it-
self with scientific evidence, which is revealed in
the course of time. It also has the opportunity to
spread among consumers with the help of modern
technical means (social networks, etc.), that is, it
will only have a positive effect on the propagation
of religion among the populationas science and
technology develop. In this regard, there is also a
problem thatconcerns them.In other words, there
is an opinion that the achievements of science and
technology lead to less (54%)reading of books (reli-
gious). So, the work done in the areas of the SAMK
shows that there is a lot to be done in the world of
information technology.Because, modern represen-
tative of religion must be a specialist who can use
not only books, but also smartphones and comput-
ers. This question is reinforced by the answer to the
next question. In addition, distance learning and the
preparation of video lectures in accordance with the
directions approved by the SAMK obviously will
contribute to solving this problem.

It can be seen that in our country the spiritual and
cultural values and religion are deeply rooted in the
historical nature of the people, the religious princi-
ples are intertwined and assimilated to the traditions
and customs of the nation. Moreover, in its turn,
this is determined by the distinction between an-
cient spiritual values on a religious basis and values
derived from the achievements of modern science
and technology. The influence of Western values
(cinema, music, etc.) is particularly noticeable on
spiritual and cultural values formed on the basis of
religion. Western values have a significant negative
impact on the spiritual situation in society according
to the majority of imams (80%), however, traditional
Islam can withstand according to them (75%).
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Spiritual capital can be defined as individ-
ual and collective opportunities arising from
spiritual orientation in life. The transformative,
self-producing, and internal properties of spiritual
capital make it unique as a form of "capital”. More-
over, the religion has significant influential factor in
the formation of human capital. Also, the spiritual
capital is formed in a special religious and cultural
environment. It is also responsible in producing
and saving the spiritual and material values, as well
as intellectual products of human activity. In this
regard, the realization of the influence of religion
will be closely related to such an understanding as
religious and cultural potential. Thus, it is necessary
to define human potential,on the one hand, as a set
of cultural resources, tools, sources, resources and
opportunities that exist in nature and accumulate
in society in the form of spiritual results of human
labor formed on the basis of material and religion, on
the other hand, are preserved in the form of cultural
values and objects of cultural heritage.In short, a set
of objective and subjective opportunities or factors
that contribute to the development of the country.

Conclusion

Since 2020, the situation all over the world
changed the requirements for the competitiveness of
human capital. Because people began to look for the
cause of problem not only from faults have made
and deliberate politics, but also from religion. That
is, it was perceived as a test that came to humanity
and began to look for ways to overcome it spiritually
among different peoples. Consequently, the idea is
formed that a person should not only acquire new
knowledge and develop the necessary skills, but
also become a spiritual "complete person". Also,
historically, there is not any society, which has been
without religion.

From this point of view, Islam offers its own
principles for a successful, happy life of a person
in society. These principles do not depend on the
development of Science and technology, they are
always stable and do not contradict the policy of
the country. Science and technology do not obstruct
these living conditions, but, on the contrary, contrib-
ute in broad promotion. Moreover, it is accepted that
the stability of spiritual capital directly affects the
competitiveness of a person in society. And spiritual
capital, of course, is reflected in our culture, which
is based on Islam, and our national code is spiritual
capital.
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