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THE CURRENT STATE AND WAYS
OF IMPROVING ISLAMIC EDUCATION
IN THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN

This article provides an in-depth analysis of the Islamic education system in Kazakhstan, with spe-
cial attention paid to its compliance with state educational standards. The study is aimed at introducing
modern educational methods into curricula, its purpose is to study the processes of introducing modern
education into Islamic curricula and to assess the impact of the introduction of modular, credit-modular
systems on the training of religious specialists. During the study, an analytical systematic review of the
literature was conducted using the PRISMA methodology based on publications in leading scientific
databases (Google Scholar, Scopus, and Springer Link) for the period from 2009 to 2023. As part of the
research methodology, a comparative comprehensive analysis of regulatory legal acts and statistical data
related to the Islamic education system, as well as programs and methodological approaches of educa-
tional institutions training specialists in Islamic studies, was conducted. As a result of the study, 51 of the
most relevant publications were selected, and based on them, the processes of adapting the Islamic edu-
cation system to modern academic requirements were studied. The scientific and practical significance
of this study is explained by its contribution to the development of educational methods in accordance
with modern academic standards, while preserving religious values and traditions. In conclusion, the
increase in the quality of training qualified specialists in Islamic studies in Kazakhstan is the result of ef-
fective integration into the secular educational environment. In addition, the need for further adaptation
of educational programs to expand the network of Islamic educational institutions and the importance of
continuing research aimed at training specialists in the field of religion were noted. This, in turn, will un-
doubtedly make a significant contribution to the social stability and cultural development of Kazakhstan.

Key words: Islamic education, madrasah colleges, educational standards, Islamic studies, religious
and secular values.
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KaszakcraH PecnyGAnKacbIHAAFbI MCAAM BIAIMIH XKeTIAAIPYAIiH,
Kasipri XkxaFAaibl MeH XXOAAAPbI

bya Makarnapa KasakcraHAarbl MCAAMTaHYAbIK, GiAIM  OGepy >KyMeciHiH 3 TepeH TaaAay
’KacaAbIl, MeMmAekeTTiK 6iaiM 6bepy craHAapTTapbiMeH OipikTipyre Hasap ayaAapblAAbl. 3epTtTey
oKy 6arpaapAamanapbiHa 3aMaHaym GiAiM Gepy TaciAAepiH eHrisyre keHe OKy npoueciHAe xaHadu
Ma3habblHbIH ABCTYPAEPIH cakTayFa 6arbiTTaraAbl. MakcaT — ASCTYPAI MCAaM BiAiMAEPIH 3aMaHaym
aKaAEMMSIAbIK, TaAanTapra OerliMAeYy MNPOLECTEPiH 3epAEAeY >KOHE MOAYAbAIK >KOHE KpPeAUTTIK-
MOAYAbAIK >KYMEHi €eHri3yAiH AiH MamaHAQpblH AasipaayFa ocepiH Oaranay. 3epTrey saicTemeci
asiCblHAQ MCAAMADIK, BiAiM Bepy >Kyieci 6oMbIHIIA HOPMATMBTIK-KYKbIKTbIK, aKTIAEpre, CTaTUCTUKAADIK,
MaAIMeTTepre aHe McaamTaHy mMamaHAQpPbiH AaMbIHAAMTbIH MeKeMeAepAiH 6arFAapAaMasapbl MeH
BAICTEMEAIK TOCIAAEPIHE CaAbICTbIPMAAbI >KaH->KaKThl TaAAQy XKYPrisiaai. 3eptrey 6apbicbiHaa 2009
KblapaH 2023 XKbiAFa AEMIH KeTekli FbiAbIMM AepekkopAapAarbl (Google Scholar, Scopus >xeHne
Springer Link) >xapusianaHbiMAapAbl KamTUTbiH PRISMA aaictemeciH nanaasaHa oTbipbirn, aaebuettepre
TAAAAMAAbI XXYMEAI LWOAY >kacaAAbl. CoMKeCTEHAIPY, CKPUHWMHT, TaAAQy KE3EHAEPIHEH KEMiH MCAAMABIK,
GiAiM Gepy >KyMeciH 3aMaHaym akaAeMMSIAbIK TaAanTapra 6eiimaey npouectepiH 3epAeAeyAiH eH
e3ekTi 51 6acbiAbiMbl TaHAAAAbI. BYA 3epTTeyAiH FbIABIMU-TEXXIPUOEAIK MaHbI3SAbIAbIFbI OHbIH AiHM
KYHADBIABIKTAp MEH ASCTYPAEPAI CaKTar OTbIPbI, KAa3ipri 3amMaHfbl akaAEMMSIAbIK, CTaHAAPTTapFa CoMKec
KeAETiH BiAiM Bepy TOCIAAEPIH AaMbITyFa KOCKAH YAECIMEH TYCIHAIpPiAAL. KopbiTa ainTKaHAQ, 3aiblpAbl
6inim Gepy opTacbiHa THIMAI biknaasacy Kasakcrtanaa GiAikTi McAamTaHy MamaHAQpPbIH AasipAayAbl
>KakcapTaTbiHbiH KepceTeai. CoHaal-ak MCAAMADBIK, BiAIM Bepy MeKeMeAepiHiH XXeAICiH KeHenTy yiliH
6inim Bepy BarpapAaMasapbiH 0AaH 8pi BeriMAeY KaXKETTIAIMH >XKeHe AiH caAacbiHAAFbl MAMaHAAPADI
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AIM Bepy TaxxipmbeciH, 6iAiM aAyLLbIAAPAbBIH BPTYPAI KAXKETTIAIKTEPIH KaHaraTTaHAbIPY YLLiH 6eiiMaey
KabireTiHe GaFblTTaAFaH 3epTTEYAEPAI >KAAFACTbIPYAbIH MaHbI3ABIAbIFbIH alKbIHAAMAbI. ByA €3 Kese-
rinae KasakCcraHHbIH 9AeYMETTIK TYPaKTbIAbIFbl MEH MBAEHW AAMybIHA EAEYAI YAEC KOCAAbI.

Tyiin ce3aep: Mcaam GiniMi, meapece KOAAeAXKAEPI, BIAIM CTaHAQPTTapbl, MCAAMTaHY, AiHM XKaHe
3aiibIPAbI KYHABIABIKTAP.
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CoBpemMeHHOe COCTOSIHME U MYTHU YCOBEPLUEHCTBOBaHMS
McAamckoro obpasoBaHus B Pecny6anke KasaxcraH

B 31O cTaTbe paccMaTpMBalOTCS M3MEHEHMSI MCAAMCKOro oOpa3oBaHms B KasaxcTtaHe, ¢ 0CoObiM
AKLEHTOM Ha TOM, KaKk OHO COOTHOCUTCS C FOCYAAPCTBEHHbIMIW 06Pa30BaTEAbHbIMM CTaHAapTamu. Mc-
CAEAOBaHME HarpaBAEHO Ha BHEAPEHME COBPEMEHHbIX METOAOB 00yYEHUSI B MPOrpammbl 0OydeHus,
Npy 3TOM COXPaHAs XaHaPUTCKMe TpaamLmmn. LieAb nccaepo0BaHWS COCTOUT B TOM, UTOObI M3YUUTb CrO-
COO0bl, C MOMOLLbIO KOTOPbIX TPAAMLIMOHHbBIE MCAAMCKME 3HAHUS aAANTUPYIOTCS K COBPEMEHHbIM akaae-
MMUYECKMM TPEOOBAHUSM, a Tak>Ke OLEHUTb BAUSAHME KPEAMTHO-MOAYABHOM M MOAYAbHOM CUCTEMbI Ha
NMOAFOTOBKY CMeLuaAMCTOB-PEAUTMOBEAOB. METOAOAOINS MCCAEAOBAHMS BKAIOYAAQ CPABHUTEAbHbIN U
MOAHbIN aHAAM3 3aKOHOB, PEFYAMPYIOLMX CUCTEMY MCAAMCKOTO 00pa3oBaHmsl, a Tak>Ke CTaTUCTUYECKMX
AQHHBIX, MPOrPamMM M METOAMYECKMX MOAXOAOB YUPEXKAEHMI, 06YYaloWMX CNEeLMaAMCTOB B 06AACTH
ncaamoseaerms. Metoaorornsi PRISMA Gblraa MCMOAb30BaHa AAS MPOBEAEHUS aHAAUTUYECKOrO CU-
CcTemMaTMyeckoro o63opa AMTepaTypbl, BKAOUaloLLen nybAmkaummn 3a nepnoa ¢ 2009 no 2023 roa us
BEAYLLMX HayuHbIx 6a3 aaHHbIx (Google Scholar, Scopus u Springer Link). IMocae aTanos naeHTugm-
Kaumm, oTbopa 1 aHaamsa 6biAM BbibpaHbl 51 HaMboAee akTyaAbHbIX PaboT, MOCBALEHHbIX METOAAM
aAanTaumMm MCAAMCKOro o0pas3oBaHMs K COBPEMEHHbIM aKaAeMMUYeCKMM CTaHaapTam. MccaepoBarme
MMEET HayuYHYIO M NMPaKTUYECKYIO LLEHHOCTb M3-3a TOr0, YTO OHO MOMOTraeT CO3AaTb METOAbI 00yYeHMs,
KOTOpble COOTBETCTBYIOT aKapeMMYECKMM CTaHAAPTaM MpPWM COXPAHEHUM PEAMIMO3HbIX LEeHHOCTEN U
TpaaMumit. MccaepaoBaHME MOKa3aA0, YTO 3(PdEKTMBHAS MHTErpaumns B CBETCKYIO 00pa3oBaTeAbHYIO
CpeAy CrocoOCTBYET MOBLILEHUIO KadyecTBa 00pasoBaHMs MCAAMCKMX CMeLMaAmMcToB B KasaxcraHe.
Kpome Toro, nopA4YepkHyTa HEOOXOAMMOCTb AAABHEMLLIEN aAANTALMM YYeOHbIX NPOrpamMm, YTobbl pac-
LUMPUTb CETb MCAAMCKMX YUYEOHbIX 3aBEAEHMIN U MOAFOTOBUTL GOAEE KBAAMMPULMPOBAHHbIX Mpernosa-
BaTeAel, CMOCOOHbIX YAOBAETBOPSATb PasHOOOPasHble MOTPEOHOCTM yUalLMXCS. DTO, B CBOIO OUYEPEAD,
CNocoOCTBYET COLMAABHOM CTABUABLHOCTU 1 KYAbTYPHOMY pas3eutmio KasaxcraHa.

KAtoueBble cA0OBa: MCAaMCKOe 00pasoBaHMe, MeAPeCce-KOAAEAXKM, 0OpasoBaTeAbHblE CTAHAAPTbI,
MCAQMOBEAEHME, PEAUTMO3HbIE U CBETCKME LIEHHOCTU.

Introduction

Islam is a religion that has had a significant impact
on the culture and social development of Kazakhstan.
Located at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, Ka-
zakhstan is a strategic region that plays an important
role in the cultural exchange between East and West.
According to the National Bureau of Statistics of Ka-
zakhstan in 2024, about 75% of the country’s popula-
tion is Muslim (Figure 1). This figure shows the deep
roots of the history of Islam in the region, as well as
the close connection of Kazakhstan’s national iden-
tity and cultural values with Islam.

The process of adoption of Islam on the terri-
tory of modern Kazakhstan began in the southern
and western regions of the Great Silk Road and de-
veloped over several centuries. The first spread of
Islam was carried out through cultural and trade
exchanges, which contributed to the penetration of
new moral and spiritual values among the local pop-
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ulation. Over time, Islam became an integral part of
Kazakh society and had a great influence on the for-
mation of its national culture. The influence of Islam
spread to the main spheres of Kazakh society, such
as art, education, law and moral norms, strength-
ened the cultural and spiritual heritage of the region,
and ensured the stability of social structures.

Islam, which forms the backbone of Kazakh so-
ciety, plays a particularly important role in preserv-
ing social cohesion and upholding traditional values.
Its influence is not limited to the religious sphere,
but covers wide geographical and cultural spaces.
Islam strengthens ties between regional cultures,
serves as a channel for the exchange of knowledge
and experience, and supports the interaction of Mus-
lim communities in Central Asia. Today, Islam is re-
flected not only as a religious system in Kazakhstan,
but also as an important cultural and social factor
deeply influencing the formation of national identity
and social harmony.
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Figure 1 — Information about Kazakhstan (Bureau of National Statistics, 2024).
Source: completed by the author

Current spiritual, cultural, economic and socio-
political changes indicate the beginning of a new era
in the history of Kazakhstan. As noted by President
Kasym-Jomart Tokayev, Kazakhstan, as part of the
Muslim civilization, has felt the significant influence
of Islam on the development of religion, culture, ed-
ucation and science for more than a thousand years.
Islamic values have reached our days through the
legacy of great Kazakh thinkers Abay, Shakarim,
Mahmud Kashkari. In addition, immeasurable con-
tribution to the tradition of virtue and wisdom was
made by the outstanding scholars of the Eastern Re-
naissance era Abu Nasir al-Farabi, Yusup Balasa-
gun and Mahmud Kashkari. This spiritual heritage
proves the need for its study and preservation as an
important element in the formation of the national
identity of Kazakhstan.

President Kasym-Jomart Tokayev underlined
in the VII Congress of Leaders of World and Tra-
ditional Religions held in Astana on September 14,
2022, the need of religion in the educational system
and the encouragement of love and tolerance (To-
kayev, 2022). Emphasizing kindness and tolerance
as fundamental human virtues, he noted the part re-
ligious leaders may play in fighting extremeism and
violence. In this regard, Islam is rather significant in
preserving Kazakhstan’s cultural identity and sup-

porting societal norms as well as in advancing kind-
ness and spirituality.

Long-standing social, historical, and cultural el-
ements combine complexly to produce the present
situation of the Islamic education system in Kazakh-
stan. Studies reveal that current technology allow
one to change pedagogical approaches and raise the
quality of Islamic education. Dodi I. (2020) under-
lines the need of reviewing and upgrading the Islam-
ic education system in line with contemporary needs
and social expectations. These suggestions identify
significant directions to guarantee development in
the field of Islamic education and its harmonic in-
tegration into the education system of Kazakhstan.

This integrative approach enhances the qual-
ity of the Islamic education system to meet modern
standards while preserving national characteristics.
These measures contribute to a strong and effective
system that meets the cultural and educational needs
of society.

Zholmukhan, Tansholpan and Kairbekov, Nur-
lan in their research (Zholmukhan and Kairbekov,
2024) emphasize the importance of integrating mor-
al and ethical values into the system of Islamic edu-
cation in Kazakhstan, which allows students to bet-
ter adapt to life in a post-secular society. Similarly,
A. Mustafayeva emphasize the relevance of spiri-
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tual renewal and re-evaluation of cultural values that
contribute to strengthening national identity in the
context of growing religious diversity (Mustafayeva
and others, 2023).

Thus, considering cultural and religious aspects,
the development of the system of Islamic education
in Kazakhstan calls for the enhancement of teach-
ing strategies and synchronization of religious and
scientific approaches. This kind of coordinated ap-
proach enhances national identity and provides con-
ditions for the development of a stable and efficient
educational system satisfying current needs.

Even although Islamic education in Kazakhstan
has advanced, the primary challenges will still be
the harmonizing of secular and religious values and
the lowering of the influence of extreme ideologies.
The responses to these issues will guarantee the on-
going expansion of Islamic knowledge and support
the construction of a compassionate and inclusive
society.

The subject of Islamic studies is especially im-
portant in our time. It is not limited to religious ed-
ucation; on the contrary, it aims to prevent young
people from absorbing harmful ideas. Moreover,
Islamic studies enhances the ability to counter radi-
calism and extremism by explaining traditional Is-
lamic principles and ideas in a historical and cultural
context. This method serves to enhance the spiritual
resilience and national identity of a society.

This study aims to analyze the main trends and
problems of development of the Islamic education
system in the Republic of Kazakhstan. To achieve
this goal and identify the main factors influencing
the evolution of this field, historical, retrospective,
and cultural methods are used. The results of the
study show the importance of the impact of global
changes on the education system and religious prac-
tice. In addition, the need for continuous academic
research and scholarly engagement to better under-
stand and improve the Islamic education system in
Kazakhstan is emphasized. This study identifies im-
portant elements in the development of the Islamic
education system and suggests promising ways to
improve this field, taking into account global and
national trends.

Research Questions:

1. What is the current situation with madrasah
colleges in the system of Islamic education in Ka-
zakhstan?

2. What teaching methods are mainly used in
madrasah colleges in Kazakhstan?

Scientific contribution of the article:

Studying various aspects of Islamic educational
practice in Kazakhstan, this article focuses on the
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core values of madrasah colleges and their role in
the national, cultural and spiritual heritage. The cur-
rent status of madrasah colleges is critically ana-
lyzed, and their historical features and significance
in the education system of Kazakhstan are compre-
hensively reviewed.

The article systematizes the fundamental con-
cepts and methods of Islamic education and their
compatibility with modern pedagogical strategies.
The study comprehensively assesses the possibili-
ties of combining traditional religious education and
modern pedagogical methods, and presents meth-
odological foundations for improving the learning
experience. The national peculiarities of the model
of Islamic education used in Kazakhstan are also
analyzed and its relationship with global educa-
tional standards is determined. Special attention is
paid to the role and influence of this model in the
national education system. This study contributes to
a deep understanding of the theoretical and practical
aspects of the Islamic education system and makes
an important contribution to determining the possi-
bilities of its integration into the national and world
educational space.

This study provides a deeper understanding of
the Islamic education system in madrasas in Ka-
zakhstan and helps to identify ways to ensure their
sustainable development and effective integration
into the national education system.

As a result, it provides a comprehensive under-
standing of the role of madrasas in education and
serves as a basis for creating strategic plans aimed
at increasing their relevance in society and ensuring
their adaptation to modern requirements.

Scientific research methodology

The main purpose of the study is to assess the
impact of modular and credit-modular systems on
the professional training and educational level of re-
ligious studies specialists, and to explore ways of
adapting traditional Islamic knowledge to modern
academic criteria. The purpose of this study is to
examine strategies for improving the effectiveness
of Islamic educational institutions, as well as their
prospects for integration into the modern education-
al system.

The literature review began with research ques-
tions aimed at identifying key studies on the topic.
The research questions were formulated using key-
words. After several search tests, some keywords
were adjusted to get more accurate results. As a re-
sult, the most recent terms used in all scientific da-
tabases were used.
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The keywords used in the search were “Islamic
Education”, “Religious Education”, “Islamic Edu-
cation” and “Kazakhstan”. The relevance of each
identified article was assessed by analyzing titles,
abstracts, keywords and conclusions. Logical opera-
tors “AND” and “OR” were used to add keywords
to search queries. Articles published between 2009
and 2023 were included in the analysis. This method
allowed to identify the most relevant and important
literature on the research topic.

This analysis divides the articles into three
groups: (1) those directly related to our topic; (2) indi-
rectly related; (3) completely unrelated and excluded.
The next step was to scrutinize the full texts of the se-
lected articles and then consider them for acceptance
or exclusion based on the criteria we defined.

The search was conducted using the scientific
databases Google Scholar, Scopus and Springer
Link. To efficiently organize this process, the PRIS-
MA methodology (Moher et al., 2009) was used,

which includes identification, screening, and inclu-
sion stages (Figure 2).

The PRISMA systematic approach allowed us
to structure the search results and conduct a com-
prehensive literature review. This method became
the basis for identifying the main directions, current
problems and new opportunities for Islamic educa-
tion in Kazakhstan. Thus, the results of the research
were clear and systematized, creating conditions for
a deep understanding of the topic.

The initial selection of materials was systemati-
cally collected and structured. A preliminary infor-
mation map was developed for each article, showing
key details of the study and indicators of compliance
with the inclusion criteria. In the next step, each
article was scrutinized again. At this stage, a data
extraction template was prepared for each study,
which included the main findings, the methodology
used and aspects of practical application of the study
results.

[ Identification of studies via databases and registers ]
_E Records identified from: Records {:emoved before screening:
- Duplicate records remowved
o Databases (n = 158)
i —>  @-7
g Google Scholar (n = 106)
s Scopus (n=52) Records removed for other
= pu reasons (n=95)
h J
Records screened Records excluded
>

(n = 56) (n=3)
, '
'g Reports sought for retrieval Reports not retrieved
¢ (n=53) (n=0)
w

Reports assessed for eligibility N Repoirts excluded:_

(n=53) > No context (n=2)

\J

ki
'g Studies included in review
= (n=51)
&

Figure 2 — PRISMA flow diagram of studies’ screening and selection.
Source: completed by the author
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The table showing research on Islamic education
in Kazakhstan shows that the interest of scholars
in this field is growing and research is developing
rapidly. The dynamics of publications is presented
in Figure 3, which shows the change and growth of
research results over time. The diagram allows us to
assess the level of interest in Islamic education and
understand the trend of expansion and deepening of
research on this topic.

Methodological analysis requires a comprehen-
sive and systematic study of the current state of Is-
lamic education in Kazakhstan. This analysis is not

2023

2022
14.3%

2021
2.4%

2019 o5m8

limited to the assessment of the current situation, but
forms a solid basis for the development of strategic
plans aimed at improving the quality of Islamic edu-
cation and its development.

The most frequently cited articles in this study
were analyzed to identify their strengths and weak-
nesses (Table 1). For a more structured and detailed
analysis of the results, they were divided into ap-
propriate categories. Research in recent years has
revealed certain gaps in the field of Islamic educa-
tion in Kazakhstan, which require further in-depth
research in this area in the future.

2009
4.8%

2010
2.4%

2013

2014
14.2%

2017
9.5%

Figure 3 — Distribution of Papers per Year. Source: completed by the author

Table 1 — Strengths and Weaknesses of Key Research Works on Islamic Education in Kazakhstan.

Articles Citation
Kemper, Mi- 53
chael, Raoul

Motika, and Ste-
fan Reichmuth.
2010.

Insights Research Gap

Islamic education has played a significant role | The current state of Islamic education in post-

in preserving cultural identity and strengthen- | Soviet countries, especially in the context of
ing the social fabric of Muslim communities, globalization and the growing threats posed by
even during periods of prolonged persecution.
Republics such as Dagestan and Kazakhstan,
drawing on their rich cultural and historical
heritage, have developed their own distinctive

approaches to Islamic education. These local-

religious extremism, has not been sufficiently
studied. There is a pressing need for an in-depth
study of the impact of modern political restric-
tions and state support on the activities of Islamic
educational institutions, including the content of
ized approaches allow Islamic educational their curricula and the professional development
practices to be adapted to the specific needs and

contexts of local societies, thereby ensuring a

of teaching staff. Such studies will allow us to
identify the main obstacles hindering the develop-
deeper integration of religious education into ment of Islamic education, as well as opportuni-

ties for its advancement.

the life of society.
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Continuation of the table

Articles Citation Insights Research Gap
Achilov, Dilshod. 20 Islamic education in Kazakhstan plays an im- Despite the growing demand for qualified spe-
2012. portant role in strengthening social stability and | cialists and educators in the field of religion, the
integration, contributing to the formation ofa | number of educational institutions that train reli-
moderate religious worldview. It emphasizes gious specialists is still insufficient. This clearly
the importance of democratic values and the demonstrates the significant imbalance between
principles of freedom of choice, giving young | supply and demand, especially among young peo-
people a basis for understanding their place in | ple interested in religious education. In addition,
a pluralistic society, which in turn strengthens | the shortage of educational resources emphasizes
social harmony. In addition, Islamic education | the need to open new educational institutions and
contributes to the formation of a united and improve the quality of training in order to im-
stable society by spreading the principles of tol- | prove the Islamic education system.
erance and mutual understanding. This harmony
between religious views and the ideals of civil
society ensures the harmonious coexistence of
different religious beliefs with a wide range of
social and civic values.
Kartabayeva, 17 In post-Soviet Kazakhstan, in the conditions The lack of a unified methodology for teaching
Yerke, Bakytkul of freedom of religious belief, religious edu- religious studies in higher education institutions
Soltyeva, and cation played a particularly important role in in Kazakhstan leads to significant differences in
Ainura Beisegu- strengthening spiritual education and cultural the level of preparation of students. This problem
lova. 2015. identity. Teaching religious studies is based on a | is further complicated by the lack of modern
scientific and impartial approach, allowing for a | textbooks and teaching aids, especially in Kazakh
deep and comprehensive analysis of various re- | and Russian. In addition, this situation clearly
ligious traditions. This approach contributes to | demonstrates the need to develop and distribute
the formation of tolerance and respect for other |educational materials that take into account the
beliefs, and serves to strengthen intercultural religious and cultural characteristics of Kazakh-
understanding. In addition, religious education |stan. Eliminating this gap will be an important
creates conditions for the formation of national |step towards improving the quality of religious
identity based on respect for religious diver- studies education and allowing young people to
sity and maintaining social harmony, thereby better understand the religious dynamics in the
achieving cultural and spiritual harmony. country.
Achilov, Dilshod. 14 In modern society, Islamic education is faced In the field of Islamic education, educational

2015.

with the need to adapt to rapidly changing
social, political and cultural realities. The qual-
ity of the Islamic education system must meet
international standards, which requires the in-
troduction of modern educational technologies,
innovative and creative methods for effective
communication with students. Such an approach
allows educational institutions to train highly
educated and adaptable specialists capable of
integrating into a globalized world, while main-
taining loyalty to the fundamental values and
principles of Islamic education.

institutions are faced with the lack of a unified
approach to ensuring the quality of education and
adapting programs to modern conditions. This
leads to a diversity of teaching content and meth-
ods, making it difficult for the sector to achieve
agreed standards and goals. In order to increase
the effectiveness of Islamic education and its rele-
vance to modern times, it is necessary to develop
harmonious and unified approaches that take into
account modern educational requirements, while
preserving cultural and religious characteristics.
Such an approach will qualitatively develop the
Islamic education system and ensure its compli-
ance with the social and cultural environment.
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Continuation of the table

Articles Citation Insights Research Gap
Shaykhutdinov, 14 This study examines the interrelationships This article analyzes the limitations of systematic
R, and D Achi- between Islam, political Islam, and collective research on the impact of religious revival on col-
lov. 2014 action in post-Soviet Central Asia, examining | lective protests. It identifies gaps in research on
the impact of economic challenges, educational |how Islam, and its various forms, influence the
attainment, and the status of ethnic and religious | collective actions and strategic behavior of elites
minorities on the development of emancipatory |in predominantly Muslim post-Soviet Central
social capital. This approach provides a deeper | Asia. This lack of knowledge on this topic limits
understanding of civic engagement and the dy- | the ability of researchers and policy analysts to
namics of civil society in the region. The study |understand the impact of religious processes on
shows that these factors significantly influence |socio-political dynamics and the formation of
the stability and diversity of civic engagement | protest sentiments in the region. Addressing these
in Central Asia and play a significant role in gaps will pave the way for a deeper analysis of
shaping civic initiatives and interactions. This | the interaction of religious and political factors
provides an important theoretical and practical |and the development of effective policies to en-
basis for a deeper understanding of the specifics | sure regional stability.
of the region’s social and political landscape.
Podoprigora, 11 The Kazakh government and society are wary | The limited and underdeveloped nature of reli-
Roman. 2018. of the potential influence of religious institu- gious education institutions has led to a decline in
tions. These concerns stem largely from the scholarly interest in studying this field. The lack
legacy of repressive policies against religion of support and resources, as well as the limited
during the Soviet era, and they continue to opportunities for in-depth academic analysis,
influence current policy. This stance is particu- | make this area unattractive for scholarly research.
larly evident in the field of education, where As a result, it is difficult to understand and devel-
restrictions on religious views are imposed and | op the field of religious education, which creates
religious citizens are limited in their ability to | a vicious circle that hinders its growth and devel-
exercise their choice in educational institutions. | opment. This situation clearly demonstrates the
While these restrictions are intended to pre- importance of conducting systematic research in
serve the secular nature of education, they also | the field and implementing stimulating measures
highlight the complex challenges of striking a | that support its development.
delicate balance between freedom of religion
and state policy.
Bektenova, 10 Islamic education blends secular and religious | The lack of a thorough national agenda for the

Madina K. 2017.

principles, acts as a significant link in the de-
velopment of spiritual and intellectual capac-
ity, and helps to build a whole perspective and
cultural unity in a post-secular society. Modern
scientific approaches and creative technology
that will let students fit the demands of modern
society while maintaining their religious and
cultural legacy help to modernize the system
of Islamic education in Kazakhstan. Therefore,
the stability and relevance of the system will be
maintained, and its help to the intellectual and
spiritual growth of the nation will rise.

advancement of Islamic education in Kazakhstan
compromises the consistency and caliber of this
field. The current educational facilities function
at the regional level and fall short of international
standards, so limiting the possibility for develop-
ing qualified professionals and drawing young
people. A nationwide program is required to assist
the general growth of instructors and students as
well as to introduce contemporary standards and
technologies, so improving the quality of Islamic
education. Such changes will boost Islamic edu-
cation’s efficiency and competitiveness and fit it
to the demands of modern society.
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Since gaining independence, Kazakhstan has
undergone a period of spiritual revival, which
has contributed to an increase in interest in

Mustafayeva, religious education. However, programs in
Dariga Kokeye- the field of religious education are still at the
va, Maiya stage of formation and state regulation, which
Arzayeva, and distinguishes Kazakhstan from countries where
Yktiyar Paltore. the culture of religious education has long been
2016. developed. Religious education in the Kazakh

education system is aimed at neutrally intro-
ducing different religious traditions rather than
deepening faith. Such an approach contributes
to the development of intercultural dialogue and
reduces the risk of radicalization among young
people. At the same time, religious education is
monitored by state bodies, which consider it an
effective tool for strengthening national identity

The lack of a unified concept of religious educa-
tion in Kazakhstan leads to a mismatch between
the goals of education and the actual content

of courses. Religious studies subjects are often
taught by history teachers who do not have spe-
cialized religious studies education, which nega-
tively affects the quality of teaching and limits a
deep understanding of religious traditions.

While the need to prioritize the prevention of ex-
tremism and radicalism is clear, this limits the op-
portunities for a broader study of religions from

a cultural and educational perspective. Such a
narrow-minded approach hinders the formation of
a pluralistic and open educational environment,
the main task of which is to develop intercultural
dialogue and a deeper understanding of religious
diversity. Therefore, it is important to develop

role in ensuring social stability.

and preventing extremism. This approach em-
phasizes the importance of religious education
in modern Kazakh society, demonstrating its

a systematic concept of religious education and
involve highly qualified specialists in teaching
subjects.

Islamic education plays an important role in
shaping Kazakhstan’s cultural identity, revitalizing
national culture and strengthening national con-
sciousness by reconnecting people with their reli-
gious heritage. This process not only demonstrates
the importance of Islamic education in the cultural
and spiritual life of the country, but also contributes
to the strengthening of Kazakhstan’s ties with the
Muslim world. Thus, there is a need to develop a
system of religious education that meets modern re-
quirements and demands of society, creating condi-
tions for preserving national identity and strength-
ening ties with the global Muslim community.

After independence, the opening of new madras-
sas and Islamic universities, intensive construction
of mosques in Kazakhstan showed a high demand
for Islamic education. In addition, Islamic educa-
tion experienced a significant revival (Podoprigora,
2020), which led to the beginning of an “Islamic
renaissance” in the country. This process was ac-
companied by a growing interest in Islam among the
people and clearly indicated the revival of religious
consciousness. The Constitution of the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the Law “On Religious Activity and
Religious Associations” (Adilet.kz, 2011) proclaim
the obligation of the state to guarantee freedom of
religion and create conditions for peaceful coexis-
tence of many religious confessions. This legislative
framework is aimed at preserving religious and cul-

tural diversity in the country, and thus at strengthen-
ing social stability. In such a situation, the develop-
ment of Islamic education is of great importance for
increasing national unity and tolerance and deepen-
ing religious consciousness.

This revitalization not only enriches the spiritual
and cultural fabric of the nation, but also contributes
to the integration of Islamic education into a system
that combines traditional religious values and mod-
ern social norms. This combination strengthens the
spiritual and cultural foundation of the country and
contributes to the formation of a sustainable educa-
tional model that balances the religious and secular
needs of society.

The policy of religious education in Kazakhstan
is aimed at maintaining social order and harmony
in a multi-confessional society, which is achieved
by ensuring a balance between secular education
and traditional Islamic teachings. Modern Islamic
educational institutions in Kazakhstan introduce
modern teaching methods that allow combining reli-
gious education and secular subjects. This approach
contributes to the spiritual and intellectual develop-
ment of students that meets modern requirements
(Kartbayeva, Soltyeva & Beisegulova, 2015).

However, the introduction of secular and Islam-
ic education into the curricula of higher education
institutions creates a number of difficulties. Studies
have shown the need to develop effective models
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that provide a synthesis of religious and secular dis-
ciplinary approaches in a secular society (Morrison,
2014; Khasanov, Kydyr & Tadzhiev, 2022). Such
models are able to provide a complementary role of
religious and secular elements, creating an educa-
tional environment that promotes the comprehen-
sive development of students as well as enhancing
social stability. The success of such an integrative
approach depends on the development of an educa-
tion system that provides a harmonious balance of
religious and secular values in society.

Kazakhstan scientists A. Sagikyzy, N. Zh. Bai-
tenova, A. Nurshanov and others. West’s contribu-
tion to the study of history, culture and modern as-
pects of Islamic education. Their research work is
aimed at an in-depth analysis of the activities of the
Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Kazakhstan
and other Islamic educational institutions. These
studies determine the institutional foundations of
these institutions, their influence on the system of
religious education and their contribution to the de-
velopment of Islamic education in Kazakhstan. The
works of scientists have laid a whole theoretical ba-
sis for the discovery of Islamic knowledge, as well
as for a deeper understanding of its role in national
culture and society.

The contribution of the outstanding orientalist,
Arabist, public figure Absattar Derbisali to the de-
velopment of Islamic studies in Kazakhstan is enor-
mous. More than 400 of his scientific researches are
devoted to Arabic language and literature, histori-
cal roots of Kazakh literature and culture, spiritual
ties between Muslim peoples of Kazakhstan and
the Middle East. Derbisali’s works are focused on
the study of the Holy Quran, the history of Islam
and the hadiths of the Prophet Muhammad. After
independence, he made a great contribution to the
revival and institutionalization of Islamic studies in
Kazakhstan. His hard work became the basis for the
establishment of the Kazakh School of Arab Stud-
ies, aimed at developing Islamic knowledge at the
academic and educational level. This school plays
an important role in training specialists in the field
of Islamic studies and Arabistics, and also con-
tributes to raising the scientific and cultural level
of religious and spiritual education in the country.
Derbisali’s works have paved the way for the devel-
opment of Islamic studies at the national and inter-
national level, strengthening its role in intercultural
and intercivilizational dialogue (Oraz, 2018).

The collective research of these scholars has
played an important role in deepening our under-
standing of the evolution and contemporary practice
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of Islamic education in Kazakhstan. Their work has
laid the foundation for ongoing efforts to integrate
Islamic education into modern academic structures
while preserving its cultural and spiritual signifi-
cance. These studies have made a great contribution
to the theoretical and practical development of Is-
lamic studies, clarified the historical foundations of
Islamic education, its place in modern society and
the possibilities for further development. The re-
sults of the research are a valuable source of reforms
aimed at improving the education system and en-
suring effective integration of secular and religious
education while preserving cultural and spiritual
heritage.

The main goal of the research work is to analyze
the relationship between Islamic education and the
formation of national identity and to show the crucial
role of Islam in this process within the framework
of the policy of peaceful coexistence of Kazakhstan
(Kaziev, 2015). The main direction of Kazakhstani
studies is based on the optimization of Islamic edu-
cation policy aimed at meeting the spiritual and cul-
tural needs of the Muslim people. This approach not
only strengthens the role of Islam in the education
system, but also contributes to the development of
intercultural understanding and preservation of the
principles of peaceful coexistence. Moreover, this
approach is an important step towards strengthening
social stability and harmony by harmonizing reli-
gious diversity in society.

The study focuses on the role of Islamic edu-
cation in ensuring social stability and strengthening
national identity. The contribution of the Islamic
education system to the spiritual and cultural devel-
opment of society based on peace and harmony is
comprehensively analyzed and its importance in the
socio-cultural landscape of Kazakhstan is empha-
sized.

Results and discussion

The country is institutionalizing a system of
Islamic education under the coordination of the
Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Kazakh-
stan (SAMK), and systematic work is being done
to improve religious literacy and develop educa-
tional structures. According to the Committee on
Religious Affairs of the Ministry of Information and
Public Development of Kazakhstan, 12 religious ed-
ucational institutions will be operating in the coun-
try in the first quarter of 2024. Combining Islamic
education with modern standards, these educational
institutions are making a significant contribution.
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Contribution to the cultural and spiritual develop-
ment of Kazakhstan. Educational institutions play
an important role in meeting the educational needs
of the Muslim community by combining religious
and secular education.

Islamic education is a complex system aimed at
spiritual and moral development of a person. This
system includes education, formation of skills and
moral norms, observance of religious traditions and
customs. Knowledge of Islamic studies is not lim-
ited to meeting the cognitive needs of the individual;
it provides important values for the well-being of so-
ciety, the state and the family. In addition, this field,
which includes theoretical and practical knowledge,
as a complex, multifaceted science requires deep
and detailed research.

In Kazakhstan, the specialty “Islamic Studies” is
included in the direction of “Humanities”. Training
programs of the specialty “Islamic Studies” are offi-
cially approved at the levels of higher and vocation-
al education. Madrasa colleges have state licenses
for obtaining qualifications of “Islamic studies” and
“Islamic theologian™ in the specialty “Islamic stud-
ies”, “Theology”. Educational programs are aimed
at acquiring knowledge and skills on Islamic and
social topics.

Madrasa colleges play an important social role
in strengthening the spiritual and cultural stability
of society. They preserve regional languages and lit-
erature, transmit national traditions from generation
to generation, and contribute to the cultural heritage
of the country (Zengin, Badagulova, 2017). Today
madrasas combine religious and secular education
and offer educational programs that meet the re-
quirements of modern society.

However, the growing interest in madrasahs
exceeds the supply, indicating the need to open ad-
ditional educational institutions, especially in the re-
gions and large cities (Shapoval, Bekmaganbetova,
2021). The expansion of the madrasa network not
only increases the availability of Islamic education
based on the Hanafi tradition, but also contributes to
strengthening the cultural and religious identity of
Kazakh society (Van Bruynessen, 2012).

The development of the Islamic education sys-
tem in Kazakhstan was carried out intensively, es-
pecially in 2007-2012, when new madrasas were
opened and from the 2015-2016 academic year they
were transferred to the status of colleges. These
changes were an important step in the institutional-
ization of the Islamic education system. In addition,

the reform of madrasa education introduced online,
modular and credit-modular teaching methodolo-
gies. Starting from 2020, the gradual introduction of
credit-modular technologies in the system of techni-
cal and vocational education contributed to improv-
ing the quality of educational programs and ensur-
ing the competitiveness of graduates.

Graduates of madrasah colleges successfully
work in the Spiritual Administration of Muslims of
Kazakhstan, institutes of religious studies and other
religious and social spheres. Reforms aimed at im-
proving the quality of these educational institutions
increase the efficiency of the Islamic education sys-
tem and ensure that graduates receive education in
accordance with modern requirements.

The development of Islamic education programs
contributes to strengthening the cultural and reli-
gious identity of Kazakh society and allows training
competitive specialists at the national and interna-
tional level.

The new educational system introduced in ma-
drasah colleges in Kazakhstan is aimed at training
highly qualified specialists in accordance with mod-
ern requirements of religious and secular education.
Starting from the 2024-2025 academic year, all ma-
drasah colleges are included in a centralized register
and educational programs are included in a unified
system. This initiative is aimed at optimizing the
management of educational processes and ensuring
the unity of standards in all educational organiza-
tions (Figure 4). The standardized curricula include
the following core modules: History of Islam; Ka-
zakh tradition; Quran; Arabic language; Jurispru-
dence and methodology; Islamic teachings; Hadith
terminology.

The introduction of a centralized register and
unified educational programs will improve the ef-
ficiency of madrasah colleges in Kazakhstan and
create high standards of Islamic education. This
initiative is an important step in ensuring a balance
between training specialists in accordance with
modern requirements and preserving national tradi-
tions. In addition, this structure not only improves
the organization of the educational process, but also
allows students to acquire Islamic knowledge in a
deep and systematic way. Each module is aimed at
teaching Islamic studies at a modern level, taking
into account the cultural and spiritual peculiarities
of Kazakhstan. In addition, this approach creates
conditions for combining theoretical knowledge
with practical skills.
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Figure 4 — Islamic Education and Madrasa-colleges in Kazakhstan.
Source: completed by the author

Although significant progress has been made in
the system of Islamic education under the leadership
of the Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Ka-
zakhstan, it is necessary to develop a long-term and
sustainable development strategy in this area. Such
a strategy is becoming more and more urgent due
to the increasing number of students, increasing the
status of madrasah colleges, increasing the require-
ments for the quality of education. The long-term
development plan should be aimed at improving the
efficiency of the Islamic education system, ensuring
its adaptation to the needs of modern society, sup-
porting its harmonious integration into the national
education system.

Based on the results of the study, we present an
infographic model aimed at improving the quality,
accessibility and relevance of religious education
in Kazakhstan within the framework of moderniza-
tion of the Islamic education system (Figure 5). The
model comprehensively examines the compliance
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of the curriculum with modern educational stan-
dards while preserving the traditional foundations
of Islamic studies. This, in turn, allows students to
improve their professional training, providing a bal-
ance between tradition and modern education.

The system of Islamic education in Kazakh-
stan is being improved in accordance with na-
tional educational standards and contributes to the
improvement of academic and professional train-
ing of specialists-religious studies along with the
preservation of religious traditions. This approach
makes it possible to train qualified specialists who
will ensure the social stability of society and give
impetus to cultural development. In addition, given
the changing needs of modern Kazakh society, the
system of Islamic education supports the harmoni-
ous integration of religious and secular values. This
is seen as an important step towards the formation
of highly qualified specialists at the national and
global level.
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Figure 5 — The model of the educational program of Islamic education.
Source: completed by the author

Conclusion

While preserving religious traditions and im-
proving the academic and professional training of
religious studies specialists, the system of Islamic
education in Kazakhstan is moving towards inte-
gration compatible with national educational cri-
teria. This development reflects the desire to bring
traditional Islamic education in line with modern
educational practices, including the introduction of
modular and credit systems, standardized curricula
and greater flexibility in teaching.

These achievements are crucial to meeting the
growing demand for qualified religious teachers
who can make a significant contribution to social

stability and cultural cohesion in a diverse society.
The focus on the Hanafi tradition, as well as the in-
clusion of courses covering Islamic and secular sub-
jects, helps to create a balanced and integrated edu-
cation system in theological colleges and madrasas
in Kazakhstan.

However, serious problems remain, especially
in adapting religious education to the secular educa-
tion system and expanding access to Islamic educa-
tion in underserved regions. Solving these problems
requires coordinated efforts of religious, civil and
state organizations, which will ensure the continu-
ous development of the Islamic education system
and further support its positive impact on the social
and cultural structure of Kazakhstan.
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