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THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN MIGRATION PROCESSES:
RESEARCH DISCOURSES

The article presents an overview of the main research discourses in the context of studying the role
of religion in contemporary migration processes and their interaction. The relevance of this issue stems
from the historical characteristics of human societies, where migration has significantly influenced eth-
no-demographic, political, and cultural boundaries. The modern discourse on migration has increasingly
emphasized the religious factor, bringing it into the realm of socio-political issues. The purpose of this
article is to review the main research approaches to the problem of the interaction between religion and
migration. Religion, as a social institution, becomes crucial to the migration experience, and an attempt
is made to establish a theoretically grounded link between religion and migration. The study explores
both classic approaches in the interdisciplinary field of academic work by foreign researchers and new
perspectives. A number of researchers highlight the transformations of the religious landscape due to the
influence of migration, considering the formation of new boundaries and communities through the use
of virtual reality. Special attention is given to the importance of analyzing the migration situation in the
republic, as migrants bring with them their religious beliefs, customs, and way of life, which may have
various consequences, possibly conflicting with the socio-political doctrines of the host country, but
also enriching the destination countries by introducing them to new cultures and strengthening social
cohesion through peaceful coexistence. The study concludes that migration contributes to the strength-
ening of the religious identity of migrants as a way of preserving ethno-cultural uniqueness. Therefore,
migration processes can pose a challenge for a secular state. The article concludes that there is a need
for interdisciplinary research on the interaction between migration and religious institutions, and a com-
prehensive analysis of the social aspects of migration in order to ensure the sustainable development of
Kazakhstani society.

Key words: migration, migration studies, integration, religious identification, religious landscape.
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KeLui-koH npouecTepiHAeri AiHHIH, POAi:
3epTTey AMCKYpPCTapbl

Makanaaa Kasipri Kelwi-KkoH npoLecTepiHAeri AiHHIH POAIH K&He OAapAbIH ©3apa apeKkeTTecyiH
3epTTey KOHTEKCTIHAEri Herisri 3epTrey AMCKypCTapbiHa LWOAY GepiAreH. byA MaceAeHiH e3eKTiAiri
KOLWUi-KOH 3THO-AeMOrpadhmsAbIK, CasCh >KOHE MBAEHM LLIeKapaAapFa anTapAblKTank acep eTkeH apamsar
KOFaMAapPbIHbIH 6Mip CYPYiHiH Tapuxu epekLUeAiKTepiHeH TyblHA@MABI. Kasipri KeLui-k oH AMCKYpPCbl AiHM
chakTOp MaceAeciHae OeACeHAI TypAe Kylueiin, KOFaMAbIK-CasiC MOCEAEAEp Ka3blKTbIFbIHA KOLTi.
MakanaHblIH, MaKcaTbl KeLi-KOHAAFbl AiHHIH ©3apa 8peKeTTecy MoCEAEeCiHe Heri3ri 3epTTey TaciAaepiHe
LOAY GOAbIN TabblAaabl. AiH SAEYMETTIK MHCTUTYT PeTiHAE aAaMAAPAbIH, KOLLi-KOH Taxipubeci yuiH
weLywi MaHre ne 60AYAQ, AiH MEH KOLLi-KOH apacbliHAA TEOPUSIAbIK, HETi3AEATEH GaliAaHbIC OpHaTyFa
ThipbiCaAbl. LLleTeaaik 3epTTeyllinepAiH FbIAbIMM €HOEKTEPIHAE MOHAPaAbIK, ©PICTeri KAACCMKAAbIK,
TOCIAAEP, COHAAM-AK, XaHa Ke3KapacTtap 3epTTeAreH. bipkarap 3epTreyLlianep BUPTyaAAbl LbIHABIKTbI
namaasaHyra 6anAaHbICTbI )KaHa LIEKAPAAAP MEH KAYbIMAACTbIKTAPAbIH KAABINTACYblH €CKEPE OTbIPbI,
KOLi-KOHHbIH, 8CepiHeH AiHM KeHiCTIKTiH TpaHchopMauMsCbiH WbiFapaAbl. PecrnybAnkaasarbl Kelwi-
KOH >afFAanblH TaAAQyAblH MaHbI3AbIAbIFbIHA epeKLle Ha3ap ayAapblAasbl, cebebi mMurpaHTTap e3
AiHM CeHIMAEPIH, 9AET-FypbINTapbl MEH 6MIp CaATbliH ©3AepiMeH Gipre akeain, GyA Kabbirsaylubl
MEMAEKETTIH BAEYMETTIK-CasiC AOKTPMHAAApblHA Kalllbl KEAETIH TYPAi CaAAapFa OKeAyi MYMKIH,
aAaraa exiHLi XaFblHaH, 6apaTblH eApepAl 6albITbiM, >KaHa MOAEHWETTEPMEH TaHbICTbIPAAbl >KoHe
6enbiT KaTap emMip Cypy apKblAbl 9AEYMETTIK KEAICIMAI HblFaiTaAbl. 3epTTEYAIH HOTUMXECI KOLi-KOH
STHOMBAEHMU BiperenaikTi cakrayablH, 6ip Typi peTiHAE MWUIpaHTTapAbIH AiHW COMKECTEHAIPIAYiIHIH
KyLLeloiHe acep eTeAi. TuiciHLe, KOLi-KOH NpouecTepi 3aiblpAbl MEMAEKET YLUIH CbIH-KaTep TYAbIPYbl
MYMKiH. JKyMbICTa AiH >K8He KeLli-KOH MHCTUTYTTapblHbIH ©3apa apeKkeTTecyiH MaHapaAblK, 3epTTey,
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PoAb peAMrMu B MUrpaLMOHHbBIX MpoLLeccax:
UccAeAOBaTeAbCKME AUCKYPCbI

B ctaTbe npeacTaBAeH 0630p OCHOBHbIX MCCAEAOBATEAbCKMX AMCKYPCOB B KOHTEKCTE U3yyeHus
POAU PEAUTMM B COBPEMEHHbIX MMUIPALIMOHHBIX MPOLLECCaX M UX B3aMMOAEMCTBUA. AKTYaAbHOCTb AdH-
HOM MPOBAEMATMKM UCXOAMT M3 UCTOPUYECKMX OCOBEHHOCTEN CyLIeCTBOBAHMS UYEAOBEYECKUX 06-
LECTB, FAE MUrPaLMM CYLLIECTBEHHO BAMSAAM Ha STHO-AeMOrpadmyeckmne, MOAMTUYECKME U KYAbTYPHbIE
rpaHuLbl. COBPEMEHHbIA AMCKYPC MUIPaLMU aKTUBHO YCMAMACS B BOMPOCE PEAMIMO3HOro (haktopa
nepexoAs B MAOCKOCTb OOLIECTBEHHO-TIOAUTMYECKMX NPoOAeM. LleAb 3Toi cTaTbM 3aKAlOueHa B 0630pe
OCHOBHbIX MCCAEAOBATEAbCKMX MOAXOAOB K NMPOBAEME B3aUMOAECTBUS PEAUTUIN B MUrpaumm. Peanruns
KaK COLIMAAbHbIA MHCTUTYT NprobpeTaeT pellalollee 3HaueHne AAS MUMPaALMOHHOIO OMbiTa AIOAEH, U
AEAAETCS MONMbITKA YCTaHOBUTb TEOpPeTUUYECKM 0B6O0CHOBAHHYIO CBA3b MEXAY PEAMIMeit U MUrpaument.
Mceaepa0BaHbl KAACCUMYECKME MOAXOABI B MEXKAMCLIMIAMHAPHOM MOAE HAyUHbIX TPYAOB 3apy6eskHbIX
MCCAEAOBATEAEN, TaK M HOBble B3rAdAbl. Paa nccaepoBateseit 0603HavaloT TpaHcopMaumm peAn-
FMO3HOrO MPOCTPAHCTBA MO MPUUMHE BAMSHUS MUIPaLMU, MPUYEM C YHETOM (DOPMMPOBAHMUA HOBbIX
rPaHULL M COOBLLECTB B CBA3M C UCMOAb30BaHMEM BUPTYaAbHOM peaAbHOCTU. Ocob0e BHUMaHME YACAS-
€TCa BaXKHOCTM aHaAM3a MAMPALIMOHHOM CUTYaLMKM B pecnybAMKe, Tak KaK MArPaHTbl MPUHOCAT ¢ co60i
CBOW PEAUIMO3HbIE YOEXKAEHNS, 00bluan 1 06pa3 XKM3HM, YTO MOXKET MMETb Pa3AMUHbIE MOCAEACTBUS,
BO3MOYKHO NMPOTUBOPEYALLME COLMAALHO-TIOAMTUYECKMM AOKTPUHAM MPUHMMAIOLLErO FOCYAAPCTBa, HO
M, C APYrov CTOPOHbI, 06orauias CTpaHbl Ha3HAUYEHUS, 3HAKOMS MX C HOBbIMM KYAbTYPaMM U YKPENASs
COLIMAABbHYIO CMAOYEHHOCTb MOCPEACTBOM MMPHOMO COCYLLECTBOBaHMS. Pe3yAbTaTOM MCCAEAOBAHUS
BbICTYrNaeT hakT TOro, YTO MUIPALMS BAUSIET HA YCUAEHME PEAUTMO3HOM MAEHTUDMKALMM MUTPAHTOB,
Kak (hopma COXpaHeHMs STHOKYAbTYPHOM CaMOObITHOCTU. COOTBETCTBEHHO MUIPALIMOHHbIE MPOLLECChI
MOFYT BbICTYMaThb BbI30BOM AASl CEKYASIPHOIO rOCyAapCTBa. B paboTe caeAaHbl BbIBOAbI O HEOOXOAM-
MOCTU MEXKANCLIMMAMHAPHOIO MCCAEAOBaHMS B3aUMOAENCTBUA MHCTUTYTOB MATPALIMM U PEAUTUM, KOM-
MAEKCHOrO aHaAM3a COLIMAAbHbIX aCMEKTOB MUrPaLMM B LIEASIX YCTOMUMBOIO Pa3BUTUS Ka3axCTaHCKOro
obuecTsa.

KAloueBble cAOBa: MUrpaLms, MCCAEAOBAHUS MUTPALIMM, MHTErpaUms, PeAMrmo3Has MAeHTMdUKa-
LMS, PEAUrMO3Had CUTyaums.

Introduction

Religion plays a significant role at various levels
of social life. It can be a personal matter of an indi-
vidual’s spiritual life, but it can also be an aspect
of the formation or existence of a particular spiri-
tual community. On the state level, religion can be
viewed in different ways: it may serve as a tool for
political and social cohesion or be entirely confined
to the private sphere. Religion can also become a pri-
mary source of conflict within a state. All these as-
pects play a certain role in migration processes. His-
torically, human societies have ranged from being
spiritually homogeneous, where it was unacceptable
to “be different,” to heterogeneous, where various
religious values coexist. Migration processes have
played a crucial role in the history of the formation
of ethnic groups, cultures, states, and so on. The role
of religion in the legal system and the functioning of
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the state varies across different governmental sys-
tems. Problems can arise if migrants from one sys-
tem must adapt to a completely different situation
in the host country. An example is a person or an
entire community coming from a country governed
by Sharia law who must now live in a secularized
state. A person’s religious needs, beliefs, and values
may conflict with the laws and lifestyle of the host
country, posing risks to social cohesion. The histori-
cal realities of the second half of the 20" century,
for example, in the geographical region of Europe,
have shown how the ethno-confessional structure of
society in European countries has transformed, lead-
ing to the deterritorialization of religions. Therefore,
a critical aspect of interdisciplinary research is the
study of the mutual influence between migration
processes and the religious factor.

Migration processes in Kazakhstan, which ac-
tively began in the early 1990s considering the
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socio-political and economic realities, set trends in
population movement in various forms. The grow-
ing dynamics of people’s movement over the past
decades of independent Kazakhstan require a com-
prehensive study of the theory and practice of legal,
economic, and cultural adaptation of migrants in
host countries. With the increase in migration flows
of different kinds, it is important to understand that
migrants may carry certain religious ideologies and
values that may conflict with the socio-political doc-
trines of the host country.

Kazakhstan is a country with a population pre-
dominantly identified with Islam, which can pose
potential conflict risks in the context of migration.
The historical background of certain geographical
areas of Central Asia, the Middle East, and neigh-
boring regions has its own characteristics in the for-
mation of religious identity. Accordingly, religious
practices in Islam, for example, may vary depending
on established traditions, considering the economic,
cultural, and socio-political conditions. When dis-
cussing the religious practices of various local mi-
grant communities, it is essential to examine how
they influence the local population through the lens
of their cultural and religious values and whether
their beliefs contradict the legislation on religion.
Therefore, it is crucial to study the main discourses
in the interdisciplinary field of interaction between
religion, migration, and a number of legal aspects.
This will provide an opportunity for future research
to identify potential conflict zones and contradic-
tions in migration policy and legislation in direct
interaction with the religious landscape in the re-
public.

Justification of the choice of articles and goals
and objectives

The aim of this article is to review the main
research discourses on the interaction between re-
ligion and migration within the contemporary so-
cio-humanitarian field. The topic is broad, and the
primary task will be to explore classical approaches
in the interdisciplinary field of academic work by
foreign researchers. Numerous case studies high-
light the impact of migration on society in recent
decades. The geographical areas of these cases in-
clude the European Union as a socio-political region
with historical and cultural commonality, Eurasia,
and particularly Russia, where migration processes
from Central Asian countries have intensified in re-
cent decades. Studying these cases in the context
of the interdisciplinary approach to migration and
religion is also important for Kazakhstan, both as

a transit zone and for analyzing the current situa-
tion. Additionally, one must not forget the process
of forming new virtual boundaries, the so-called de-
territorialization of many social phenomena, includ-
ing religion, due to the influence of global trends in
the digital world. Accordingly, migration processes
can pose a challenge for a secular state, necessitat-
ing interdisciplinary research into the interaction
between migration and religious institutions, as well
as a comprehensive analysis of migration to ensure
the sustainable development of Kazakhstani society.

Scientific research methodology

For conducting research in an interdisciplinary
direction, a structural-functional method was em-
ployed, which allows for the correlation of various
disciplines within the humanities, particularly in the
fields of religion and social sciences. This method
involves studying the connections between two in-
dependent processes — migration and religion. The
systemic-structural method is essential for the theo-
retical understanding of this complex system of in-
terrelations. Population migration is a complex pro-
cess that requires analysis from multiple approaches
(social, economic, legal, demographic, and politi-
cal), including cultural ones, to analyze the religious
landscape. Specifically, this involves examining the
influence on the worldview of the local population,
which comes into contact with migrants and their
religious beliefs. Therefore, the systemic-structural,
comprehensive approach serves as the primary
methodological principle for studying the causes of
the spread of religious worldviews, including de-
structive ones.

Results and Discussions

Research dedicated to the interaction between
migration and religion takes on various academic
contexts depending on the methodological tools
and interdisciplinary approaches used. The classical
works of Max Weber and Emile Durkheim contain
the first systematic sociological analyses of reli-
gion and its influence on economic life and social
structure. The study of religion’s role in this area
has gained relevance due to the challenges posed by
the sharp increase in migration, the transformation
of the local into the global, the influence of transna-
tionalism, cultural and religious diversity, and the
international political context.

Western socio-humanitarian research has fo-
cused closely on studying modern strategies for
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integrating migrants. Since the 1990s, the term
“parallel society” has been discussed in the socio-
political discourse of European researchers, which
emerged as a response to the consequences of active
migration and multiculturalism policies in European
countries (Heitmeyer, 1996). The concept was origi-
nally introduced by Danish sociologist of culture P.
Duelund in his article “Parallel Society as a New Po-
litical Strategy,” but the term was not initially linked
to confessional or religious issues (Duelund, 1968).
He referred to the creation of a parallel society as
an alternative, one that changes the existing soci-
ety from within by introducing new value axioms.
In modern research discourse, “parallel society” is
associated with the segregation of immigrant com-
munities along confessional and ethnic lines within
the civil society or “majority” of a particular coun-
try, which poses a threat to national security and re-
gional identity.

Models of assimilation and integration of mi-
grants into society are constantly discussed at vari-
ous levels, from political to academic, and are often
criticized by both researchers and policymakers.
Various integration projects are proposed, suggest-
ing reciprocal movements between the majority so-
ciety and minorities, the development of horizontal
connections within civil society, and the involve-
ment of migrants in these connections, which is im-
possible without considering the role of religion in
their lives.

The study of “parallel societies” has become one
of the central themes in immigration research, but
there are other approaches in this field, such as the
concepts of “ethnic colonies” and “ethnic ghettos,”
which emerged in the context of European migra-
tion to the United States (Virt, 2015: 109).

An important sociological perspective in re-
searching the discourse on the interaction between
religion and migration is the identification of re-
ligious trajectories of immigrants during the first
years after migration (Khoudja, 2022: 527). The
level of religiosity is measured by attendance at re-
ligious organizations and subjective religiosity over
a specific period after immigration. Researchers,
based on sociological measurements, identified an
initial increase in attendance, which gradually sta-
bilizes and eventually returns to its original state,
as well as a steady decline in subjective religiosity
across all immigrant groups. Among those who ac-
tively demonstrate religious identification, a specific
group pattern emerges: an initial increase followed
by a decrease, and then a return to the previous level.
The results of such studies show that the analysis of
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attendance at religious or spiritual institutions is not
the primary factor determining the religious choices
of immigrants.

Russian researchers, similar to their Western
counterparts, are actively studying this complex
migration process in connection with the religious
factor. This issue is particularly relevant for Russian
society, as due to the natural population decline, la-
bor shortages, and other factors, most migrants from
Central Asian countries are not oriented towards in-
tegration, leading to the “enclavization” of migrant
communities (Pronina, 2020: 226).

According to Russian experts, the phenomenon
of “migration and religion in Russia” is insufficient-
ly studied. This situation can largely be explained
by the country’s general neglect of migrant inte-
gration policies, despite the fact that migration in
Russia has been a traditional practice and remained
strong throughout the 1990s and 2000s. An interna-
tional study conducted by the Pew Research Center
shows that Russian society is less concerned with
the problems of “extremism” than the European
audience and generally exhibits less Islamophobic
(but more xenophobic) sentiments (Laruelle, 2021).
This can partly be attributed to the fact that Russian
political discourse tends to emphasize “ethnic sepa-
ratism” rather than “religious extremism.” Despite
the increasing extremist tendencies among some
representatives of the Islamic faith in recent years,
this phenomenon is less frequently associated with
migration processes, likely because a significant
Muslim population has traditionally resided in the
country.

The issues surrounding the interaction between
migration and religion in the European context,
framed within the concepts of challenge and re-
sponse, have led to a rethinking of Islam and the
need for its transformation. This has given rise to
the concept of “Euro-Islam,” which proposes a syn-
thesis of Muslim obligations and principles with
the foundations of Western democratic societies,
such as human rights, the rule of law, democracy,
and gender equality. One of the proponents of this
concept, Tibi B., argues that given the current cir-
cumstances, there are only two possible outcomes:
“either Islam will Europeanize, or Europe will Is-
lamize.” T. Ramadan, another proponent of the “Eu-
ropean Islam” concept, believes that European Mus-
lims should develop a “European Islam,” as there
are already “Asian Islam” and “African Islam,” each
with its own cultural variations. This view is contest-
ed by orthodox Muslims, who believe there is only
one true Islam. Ramadan T. asserts that Muslims
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in Europe should reinterpret fundamental Islamic
religious sources, especially the Quran, in light of
their own cultural experiences influenced by Euro-
pean society. His ideas are received differently by
European and Eastern Muslims; some view him as
an advocate of Islamic fundamentalism, while oth-
ers see him as a liberal promoting European cultural
values. British political scientist D. Pryce-Jones de-
scribes T. Ramadan’s ideology as nothing more than
“reverse imperialism,” suggesting that Muslims in
non-Muslim countries should have the right to live
by their own rules and traditions, while Western lib-
eral tolerance should entail respecting this choice
(Sadyhova, 2010: 95).

When discussing cultural threats and risks relat-
ed to migration, these are associated with intercul-
tural interactions with the religious traditions of mi-
grant communities and the possible transformations
of spiritual values and lifestyles in the host society
(Gaertner, Dovidio, 1986). It’s also important to note
that migrant children may face socio-psychological
issues, as integration into the community through
social institutions (such as schools) can lead to feel-
ings of alienation and estrangement in the process of
reflecting on the “self” and the “other” (Levecque,
Rossem, 2015; Toselli and others, 2014).

One of the questions researchers grapple with is
the extent and mechanisms through which religion
influences immigrant integration — how religion fa-
cilitates or hinders socio-economic and cultural in-
tegration from an interethnic perspective, especially
among the youth. Authors in this field identify five
mechanisms through which religion affects integra-
tion (Kogan, Fong, Reitz, 2019). They also empha-
size the role of social, cultural, and economic condi-
tions in determining how religious affiliation relates
to integration outcomes. First, religion can serve as
a marker of identity for specific communities, influ-
encing the daily life practices of youth. When young
people face discrimination or marginalization, their
process of identification may lean towards religion,
often observed among second-generation migrants
and beyond. Second, the content of religion also af-
fects the formation of fundamental spiritual and mor-
al values, as major religions generally do not differ
significantly in their moral contexts. The complexity
may arise from specific social norms, such as dietary
restrictions, gender roles, and alcohol consumption.
Third, membership in a religious organization pro-
vides certain opportunities and resources. Religious
institutions offer a place for gatherings and com-
munication among people with a shared ethnic or
cultural identity, providing psychological protection

from external situations of potential discrimination
and access to services (language courses, consulta-
tions, etc.). Fourth, religious identity is manifested
in symbols that represent social stereotypes. For ex-
ample, religious symbolic attire (such as the niqab
in Islam or kippah in Judaism) serves as a marker
of religious affiliation. These markers affect the so-
cial integration of individuals depending on their ac-
ceptance. In secular societies, frequent prayer, for
instance, may not always be welcomed. Addition-
ally, there are still existing stereotypes about former
colonial countries being underdeveloped. The fourth
mechanism involves conscious rationality regarding
potential discriminatory behavior by employers,
while the fifth mechanism considers various forms
of unconscious discrimination.

The reverse side of this issue focuses on re-
search into the religious rights of migrants and their
integration into the host society (Lisovskaja, 2019;
Penninx, 2019). The protection of migrants’ reli-
gious rights through international standards is ac-
tively examined in academic literature (Ahsan Ullah
and others, 2022: 63). Researchers aim to explain
religion as a complexly intertwined concept in mi-
gration discourses and to explore the significance of
various terms related to political Islam in the con-
temporary world within the context of migration.
Migrants bring with them their religious beliefs,
customs, and lifestyles, enriching the host countries,
introducing new cultures, and strengthening social
cohesion through peaceful coexistence.

Migration processes, with a focus on diaspora
and race, are subjected to scientific reflection within
various aspects of interdisciplinary practices. West-
ern scientific research centers concentrate their stud-
ies on the issues of migration and diaspora in the
historical, anthropological, political, cultural, and
religious fields of the humanities, on the one hand.
On the other hand, within the social sciences, socio-
legal and socio-economic studies of migration are
conducted, as well as at the intersection of ethnic
and racial studies, such as the Irish question in the
UK or the differentiated integration of Polish mi-
grants in London (Hickman and Ryan, 2020, Ryan,
2018). This approach highlights the concept of “dif-
ferentiated embedding,” which allows for exploring
how migrants negotiate attachment and belonging
as dynamic temporal, spatial, and relational pro-
cesses. In this case, the focus is on migration within
the European Union, where Polish migrants, since
Poland’s accession to the EU in 2004, have ini-
tially demonstrated temporary or short-term mobil-
ity. However, over time, a certain portion extended
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their stay in London, integrating into a global city
with transnational frameworks. The authors argue
that there is a need for a differentiated concept that
captures the nuances of interactions of structural,
relational, spatial, and temporal connections. This
concept reflects not only the multidimensionality
of the process of embedding migrants into society
but also the levels of belonging and attachment. A
key aspect of this research is the study of European
migrants within the EU, comparing waves of Irish
migration to Britain with Polish citizens. If the case
of non-European origin migrants, or “non-Western
migrants,” is considered, the problem of integration
is more complex and burdened with the risks of so-
cial isolation, marginalization, and the formation of
“parallel communities.” The result of sociological
research (migrant surveys) and narrative analysis of
migrant interviews indicates that, in this case, mi-
gration is cyclical, as those who stayed for a longer-
term eventually permanently returned to their home
country. Why might this research case be relevant
for Central Asia and Kazakhstan? Migrations from
neighboring countries of the Central Asian region,
considering shared historical foundations, culture,
and religion, may have analogies, but this requires
in-depth study in further research and is not set as
the main goal of this article.

The ongoing sociocultural and demographic
changes in European countries have led to new in-
terpretations of legal norms, where the right to free-
dom of conscience is subjected to critical rethink-
ing, leading to constitutional debates regarding its
substantive content and the limits of its restriction
(Bosso, 2022; Alicino, 2022).

The above analysis of research trajectories re-
quires comprehensive interdisciplinary research into
the Kazakh case of religious policy and legislation
in connection with migration processes and similar
legal aspects to develop solutions against the influ-
ence of various destructive religious views and the
formation of a mechanism for regulating the protec-
tion of the rights of citizens and migrants.

The study of the influence of destructive move-
ments in the republic is extensive in various fields
of social and humanitarian knowledge. At the same
time, it should be noted that individual comprehen-
sive studies on the interaction of migration and reli-
gion in the context of their analysis and legal solu-
tions to counter radical religious views have certain
contextual studies (Karimova, 2020; Azil’hanov,
2022).

Problems explored by foreign researchers can
be of significant importance in the comprehensive
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study of migration in connection with religious
institutions, as these issues in Kazakh society are
under-researched and not illuminated by interdisci-
plinary research practices.

Interdisciplinary research into the interaction of
migration and religion institutions in various social
aspects requires a comprehensive analysis of the
migration process in the context of the spread of
destructive religious views through it and the identi-
fication of threats and risks to preserve national se-
curity and the sustainable development of Kazakh
society.

Conclusion

Modern trends in global migration will be shaped
by existing world problems such as the depopulation
of certain urban centers, the aging of nations, and
the demographic decline in some countries, which
leads to mass movements. Socio-political (wars),
economic (inflation, etc.), and geographical (cli-
mate change) reasons can act as triggers for migra-
tion processes. Therefore, analyzing the religiosity
of immigrant communities and their influence on
society is of great importance.

The relationship between religion and migra-
tion is defined by their complexity and interconnec-
tion. We have considered the complex interrelation
between the phenomena of religion and migration,
which has been intrinsic to the history of human
society from ancient times to the present. It should
be noted that an analysis of the few contemporary
works in this area has revealed the necessity and ex-
pediency of conducting future research. Despite the
presence of familiar perceptions of migration from
a demographic or current political viewpoint in the
works of modern authors, we have been able to note
certain facts indicating the mutual influence of reli-
gious institutions and the migration process.

The presented review of the main research
discourses in the context of studying the role of
religion in modern migration processes and their
interaction is based on the identification of main
trajectories. Firstly, the research discourses are
based on cases of migration in Western societies,
as this issue stems from the historical features of
the 20™ and early 21% centuries, where migration
processes significantly influenced the ethno-demo-
graphic and socio-political situation. A response to
the challenges of the consequences of active migra-
tion from Eastern countries to Europe was the con-
cept of European Islam. Several researchers point
to the transformations of the religious space due
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to the influence of migration from various angles,
where on one hand, migrants bring their cultural
and religious beliefs, and on the other, they inte-
grate into the host society (acculturation). Based
on the aforementioned studies, it is necessary to
note the general fact that migration enhances the
religious identification of migrants as a form of
preserving ethno-cultural identity. The religious
aspect also influences the assimilation of migrants
in the new country, and the degree of influence
depends on whether the dominant religion of this
country differs from the migrants’ own religion or
if it is a secular state. Migration processes can also
lead to the misuse of religion for political purposes.
Therefore, it is essential to thoroughly investigate

the interrelation between religion and migration,
which has special humanistic significance. Accord-
ingly, migration processes can pose a challenge to
secular societies, necessitating an interdisciplinary
study of the interaction of migration and religious
institutions, and a comprehensive analysis of the
social aspects of migration for the sustainable de-
velopment of Kazakh society.
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