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STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS OF IMPROVING RELIGIOUS STUDIES
EDUCATION IN HIGHER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
OF THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN

This article presents a comprehensive and comprehensive analysis of the current state and prospects
for the development of religious studies education within the framework of the secular education sys-
tem of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The role of religious studies in the country is becoming particularly
relevant in the context of the transformation of spiritual values in the era of globalization. The article
examines the main goals of religious studies education, the established institutional structures, existing
modern pedagogical approaches, and external social and political factors that directly influence the evo-
lution of this field. The article pays special attention to the strategic role of religious studies education in
improving religious literacy in society, strengthening interethnic and interfaith dialogue, as preventing
destructive religious movements and extremism. At the same time, problematic issues that are faced
in the modern system have been identified. These include a shortage of highly qualified personnel,
insufficient educational resources and modern resources, as well as insufficient government funding
for scientific research. In addition, the article highlights key issues such as staff shortages, insufficient
teaching and metodological resources, and insufficient research funding, as well as provides strategic
recommendation for updating curricula, expanding international cooperation, and improving statistical
data. These measures are aimed at improving the academic quality and social significance of religious
studies education.
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Ka3akcraH Pecny6AnKacbIiHAAFbI XKOFapbl OKY OPbIHAAPbIHAQ
AIHTaHY GiAIMIH XKeTIAAIPYAiH, CTpaTerusiAbiK, 6arbiTTapbl

bya 3epTTeyae KasakCTaHHbIH 3aiblpAbl MeKTEMNTEPI MEH >KOFapbl OKY OPbIHAAPbIHAAFbI AiHTaHY
GiAiMiHiH GYriHri crnatbl MeH 6oAaluak, GaFbITTapbl emKen-TEMKENAI caparaHaabl. Kasipri skahanaaHy
KbICMAFbIHAQ PYXaHU KYHADBIAbIKTAP KYObIAbIM >KaTKaH yakblTTa GYA CaAaHblH MaHbI3bl KOFam YLUiH
OYpbIHFbIAQH Aa apTa TYCTi. Makarapaa OTaHAbIK, AIHTAHYAbIH TYMKi MakcaTTapbl, KaAbIMTacKaH
KYPbIAbIMABIK, XKYI€ECi, 3aMaHaymn OKbITy SAiICTepi, COHAAM-aK, OCbl GaFbITTbIH, AaMyblHA bIKMaA eTeTiH
BAEYMETTIK casich (hakTopAap KeleHA] Typae 6araraHasbl. COHbIMEH KaTap AiHTaHY MeHiHiH KOFaMAaFbl
AIHM CayaTTbIABbIKTbl KeTepy, KOH(eCccusapaAblk, TaTyAbIKTbl CaKTay >X8He AeCTPYKTWMBTI aFbiMAap
MEH PaAMKAAM3MHIH aAAbIH aAyAaFbl CTPATErMSIAbIK, POAIHE epekiue ekrniH GepiAreH. AereHmeH,
Kasipri >KyMeHiH ilWKi aAeyeTiH TOAbIK alyra Keaepri 60AbIN OTbipFaH GipHelle KypAeAi TYRTKIAAEp
Ae 6ap. OAapAbiH, ilWiHAE >KOFapbl GIAIKTI MaMaHAAPAbIH XKETICMEeYLiAiri, canaAbl OKy-sAiCTEMEAIK
KYPaAAAPAbIH a3AblFbl MeH ipreAi FblAbIMKM >O6aAapAbl MEMAEKETTIK Kap>KbIAQHABIPY AEHreniHiH
TOMEHAIT ©3eKTi MaceAe peTiHAe KapacTblpblAaAbl. ATaAFaH KeAEpriAep caAaHblH aKaAeMMUSAbIK,
AEHreiH y3ak, yakbIT 60Mbl TEXen Keaai. MakaAaHblH COHbIHAQ aTaAfaH KMbIHAbIKTApAbl eHcepyre
GaFblTTaAFaH HaKTbl CTPATErmsAbIK, YCbiHbICTAp TOMTaMachl 6epiAreH. ABTopAap oKy 6arAapAamManapbiH
3aMaH TaAabblHa Cai XaHAPTyAbl, XETEKIi XaAblKApPaAbIK, 3epTTeY OpPTaAbIKTApPbIMEH BpPIMNTECTIKTi
HbIFANTY MEH MOHUTOPUHI KYMECIH OHTaMAQHABIPYAbI YCbIHAAbI. ATaAFaH KaAaMAAp AiHTaHy GiAIMIHIH
aKaAEMMSIABIK, CamnacblH >KaHa AEHrevre KeTepirn, OHblH MEMAEKETTIK TYPaKTbIAbIKTbI CaKTayAaFbl
KOFaMABIK, MaHbI3blH apTTbIPyFa »KOA allaAbl.
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Crparermyeckue HanpaBAeHUsI COBEpPLLEHCTBOBAHUSI
PeAMIMOBEAYECKOro 06pa3oBaHMs
B BbICLLMX y4eOHbIX 3aBeaeHusx Pecny6amkm Kasaxcra

B cTaTbe NMpeACTaBAEH KOMMAEKCHbIV aHAaAM3 COBPEMEHHOIO COCTOSIHUS U KAIOUYEBble TEHAEHLIMI
Pa3BUTHS PEAMIMOBEAYECKOrO 0Opa30oBaHMs B CBETCKMX yUeOHbIX 3aBeaeHusx Pecny6anku KasaxcraH.
AKTYaAbHOCTb TeMbl 06YCAOBAEHA CTPEMUTEABHOI TpaHCOPMaLIME AYXOBHbIX LLEHHOCTel 0bLlecTsa
MoA BAMSIHMEM FAOGAAM3ALMOHHBIX MPOLECCOB. B paboTe AeTaAbHO UCCAEAYIOTCS 6a3oBasi CTPYKTYpPa,
neaarormyeckme MeToAMKM U MHCTUTYLIMOHAAbHbIE OCHOBAHWSI AQHHOrO 06pa30BaTEAbHOrO Harpas-
AEHMS, A TaKXKe BHELUHWe COLMOMOAMTMUYECKMe (haKTopbl, onpeaeAsiowme ero aAnHamuky. Ocoboe
BHMMaHWE YAEAEHO KaK CTpaTerMyeckMm 3apadyam — oT (hOPMUMPOBAHMS PEAUITMO3HOM FPAMOTHOCTM
AO YKpPEnAeHWs Me>KKOH(ECCMOHAABHOTO COrAACHsl, — TaK M CMEKTPY CYLLECTBYIOLMX CUCTEMHbIX MPO-
6AeM, TpebylowWwMX HayuyHO-NpakTMueckoro petieHus. Cpean HUX HauboAaee OCTPO CTOAT AepUUMUT
CUABHbIX CMELMAANCTOB, YCTapeBLLMe yuebHO-METOAMYECKME PECYPChbl U HEXBATKA FrOCYAAPCTBEHHOMO
(PMHAHCUPOBAHMS AASI TAYOOKMX HayuHbIX MPOEKTOB. M3-3a 3TMX 6apbepoB akaAeMMUecKMid MoTeH-
LMaA AUCLMIMAMHBI AOATOE BPEMSI OCTABAACS HEPEAAM30BaHHbIM B MOAHOM Mepe. B dmHaAbHOM yacTu
paboTbl aBTOPbI MPEAAAraloT KOMIMAEKCHbIE CTpaTermueckme pekomeHaaummn. OHu BKAIOYAIOT B cebs
paAMKaAbHOEe OGHOBAEHME yuebGHbIX NMpPorpamMm, paclumpeHue napTHePCTBa C MEXAYHAPOAHbIMU MC-
CAEAOBATEALCKMMM LIEHTPAMM M YAYULLIEHME COOpa CTaTUCTUUECKMX AQHHBIX AASl GOAEE TOUHOTO MOHM-
TOpUWHra cutyaumu. Bce 3T mMepbl Npr3BaHbl 3aMETHO MOBbLICUTb KaueCTBO MPEenoAaBaHusi, YKPenuThb
aKaAEMMYECKYI0 YeCTHOCTb M, CaMOe MAABHOE, YCMAUTH OOLLECTBEHHYIO 3HAUMMOCTb PEAUTMOBEAEHUS

Kak MHCTPYMEHTA BHYTPEeHHe CTaBUAbHOCTY.

KAtoueBble cAaoBa: peAanrnosepseHue, Ka3aXCTaH/ CBETCKOCTb, PeAnUrmMo3Had rpaMoTHOCTb, MeXK-

KOH(ECCMOHAAbHbI AMaAOr

Introduction

The independence of Kazakhstan marked the
beginning of a new era in the spiritual and religious
spheres. The atheistic ideology of the Soviet pe-
riod-imposed restrictions on religion which led to
the decline of the religious education system. Fol-
lowing its transition to a sovereign secular state,
the Republic of Kazakhstan institutionalized reli-
gious pluralism and guaranteed freedom of con-
science. This systemic shift brought the issue of
public religious literacy to the forefront of national
policy, demanding an upgraded educational frame-
work. Under the pressures of modern globalization,
this from of instruction has evolved into a critical
mechanism for maintaining social tolerance, miti-
gating extremist risks, and fostering interfaith dia-
logue, thereby prompting targeted state-led quality
reforms.

By synthesizing academic literature, legisla-
tive documents, and expert assessments, the present
study delivers a critical evaluation of Kazakhstan’s
secular religious education, mapping out both its de-
velopmental trajectory and current structural vulner-
abilities (Suleimenov, 2008). Ultimately, the find-
ings underscore the core objective of which remains
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the delivery of objective, non-confessional knowl-
edge regarding the historical, philosophical, and so-
cial dimensions of global world religions.

This framework contributes to religious toler-
ance, interfaith dialogue, and mutual understanding.
In a secular state, religious education serves a vital
function, as it promotes a tolerant attitude toward di-
verse religious perspectives within society, contrib-
utes to the prevention of extremism and radicalism,
and strengthens inter-confessional harmony (Absat-
tarov, 2005).

The core objectives of religious studies educa-
tion include the study of the origins and historical
development of religions, their core doctrines, and
ritual practices. It also involves the examination of
religion’s influence on culture, art, literature, and
public life; the prevention of religious extremism
and terrorism through the development of ideologi-
cal immunity; the promotion of tolerance and mutu-
al respect in a context of religious pluralism; and the
training of specialists capable of providing expert
analysis and consulting on religious issues (Smagu-
lov, 2010). By achieving these objectives, religious
studies education advances religious literacy, facili-
tates dialogue among diverse religious groups and
prevents religious extremism.



A. Beisembayeva et al.

Religious studies education in Kazakhstan’s
higher education institutions is a significant issue
that requires particular attention. Throughout its
years of independence, a system of religious stud-
ies education has been established and developed
in Kazakhstan. This process is directly linked to the
need for training qualified specialists who can study
the history and culture of world religions, contrib-
ute to the prevention of religious extremism, and
promote interfaith harmony. Higher education insti-
tutions play a leading role in this field, as they are
responsible for preparing religious studies research-
ers, analysts, educators, and personnel for religious
organizations (Kartabayeva, Soltyeva, Beisegulova
2015).

Justification of the Choice of Article and
Goals and Objectives

This issue has already been brought to the atten-
tion of domestic and foreign researchers. The forma-
tion of secular religious education in Kazakhstan and
its impact on the stability of society were well consid-
ered by such well-known scientists as B.M. Satershi-
nov, A.G. Kosichenko and Ya.F. Trofimov. In their
works, they focused on how to increase the religious
literacy of the population while maintaining the prin-
ciples of a secular state. As for the direct educational
process, G. Nadirova and her colleagues (2016), as
well as E. Kartabaeva, B. Soltyeva and A. Beisegu-
lova (2015) revealed specific pedagogical difficulties
and structural gaps that occur in the training of reli-
gious studies specialists in universities.

To consider the issue on a larger scale, it is also
necessary to look at international experience. For
example, M. Zengin and Zh. Badagulova (2017)
in their research studied how the secular policy of
Kazakhstan and its cultural identity are combined,
comparing them with global trends. In addition,
the reference collection, edited by D.H. Davis and
E. Miroshnikova (2012), offers a great overview of
how secular schools around the world use religious
knowledge in countering radicalism. Although these
studies have a good theoretical basis, the specific
practical problems that have arisen recently —

for example, low funding and a shortage of
modern textbooks-still require a deep analysis from
anew perspective. The main goal of our work is also
to fill these gaps.

Scientific research methodology

Since it is not enough to simply observe the di-
rection of religious studies in higher educational in-

stitutions in our country, we have chosen a method
in this work that brings theory and real life face to
face. For this purpose, the mixed Methods research
strategy was taken as the basis for the study. The
reason for this choice is simple: if we had limited
ourselves to statistics or just documents, we would
have seen only one side of the problem. And the par-
allel use of quantitative and qualitative data allowed
us to avoid erroneous conclusions and delve deeper
into the problem.

In the course of the study, we relied on the fol-
lowing three main directions:

Consistency: we did not consider the subject of
religious studies as an isolated lesson, lying sepa-
rately from other sciences. On the contrary, we ana-
lyzed its place in the education system, its connec-
tion with the ideology of the state and how much it
affects the internal security of the country as a whole
system.

Historical: to understand the state of Religious
Studies today, it was necessary to look at its date
yesterday. Therefore, we have followed step by step
the path of development of this discipline from the
first steps after the fall of the Soviet government to
the existing system today.

Comparative analysis: we can only give a true
assessment by comparing what we have with what
we have with others. At the same time, we put the
domestic model of religious studies on a par with
foreign secular education systems and found out
what features our approaches have and where they
meet world trends.

First, we conducted a large-scale content analy-
sis of the country’s legislative framework and ed-
ucational programs. We analyzed the Laws of the
Republic of Kazakhstan “On Education” and “On
Religious Activities and Religious Associations”,
State Mandatory Standards of Education (State Edu-
cational Standards), carefully filtered the content of
textbooks used in schools and universities.

By comparing the various information obtained
in this way with each other, we were convinced that
our strategic advice, which we propose at the end of
the article, is not just a forecast on paper, but effec-
tive solutions that come to practical use from real
life.

Results and discussion

There are several universities in Kazakhstan that
offer bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees in
Religious Studies. These academic programs cover
a broad range of subjects, including the history, phi-
losophy, sociology, and cultural dimensions of world
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religions. In addition, students explore topics related
to the prevention of religious extremism, the promo-
tion of interfaith dialogue, and the maintenance of
inter-confessional harmony. The educational pro-
grams include the lectures, seminars, practical ses-
sions, and research activities (Shyngysova, 2015).
The faculty at these universities are qualified schol-
ars in the field of Religious Studies, which dedicated
to providing students with in-depth knowledge and
developing their academic potential.

There are various strategic measures being im-
plemented to improve the quality of religious stud-
ies education in Kazakhstani universities.

Driven by shifting academic standards, univer-
sities systematically update their curricula. Today,
institutions actively integrate digital tools and stu-
dent-centered pedagogy into the learning process.
International partnerships also remain a priority,
fostering global mobility for faculty and students.
Nevertheless, the continuous expansion of secular
religious studies faces significant system obstacles.

Table 1

These include a shortage of qualified experts in reli-
gious studies, the substandard quality of textbooks
and instructional materials, insufficient funding for
academic research, a limited practical orientation
within educational programs, and a generally low
societal demand for such education. The identifi-
cation of these challenges is based on a compara-
tive review of educational reports, Ministry data,
and expert interviews conducted between 2021 and
2024.

Addressing these issues requires coordinated ef-
forts among the state, higher education institutions,
and society at large. The further development and
improvement of religious studies education in Ka-
zakhstan’s higher education system can be achieved
by expanding specialist training programs, improv-
ing the quality of textbooks and instructional re-
sources, increasing funding for academic research,
strengthening the practical components of educa-
tion, and raising public awareness and demand for
religious studies.

Trends in Student Enrollment at the Egyptian University of Islamic Culture Nur-Mubarak, 2020-2024
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In Kazakhstan, religious studies education is
provided across multiple educational levels, includ-
ing general secondary education, technical and vo-
cational training, higher education, and postgraduate
studies. At the general secondary education level,
the course “Fundamentals of Religious Studies” is
offered as an elective subject in upper secondary
school grades. The primary aim of this course is to
introduce students to world religions, promote re-
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ligious tolerance, and prevent religious radicalism.
The current state legislation sets the core boundary
for national education. It strictly details the place-
ment of religious disciplines across all academic
tiers. For instance, high schools provide “Funda-
mentals of Religious Studies” solely as an elective
module. However, this optional status frequently
diminishes the practical impact of the discipline.
Many students simply miss the chance to enroll.
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Meanwhile, vocational institutions follow an
entirely different approach. Technical colleges di-
rectly embed “Religious Studies” into their compul-
sory general curricula. This mandatory format effec-
tively aims to elevate basic public religious literacy
among young specialists. Finally, the higher educa-
tion sector maintains a complete academic vertical.
Multiple Kazakhstani universities successfully run
full-scale bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral tracks
in this field. These programs are designed to pre-
pare researchers, analysts, educators, and person-
nel for religious organizations. At the postgraduate
level, PhD programs in Religious Studies are of-
fered by universities and research institutes. These
programs focus on training highly qualified scholars
in the field of religious studies (Kartabaeva, 2015).
As of 2024, this course remains an elective subject
in grades 10—11 under the curriculum approved by
the Ministry of Enlightenment (Order No. 456-B,
2023).

Religious studies programs are available in
full-time, part-time, evening, and distance formats,
as indicated in the academic catalogs of major
universities such as Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University and L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National
University. These formats are confirmed by their
official university websites and the national regis-

Table 2

ter of accredited programs. In addition, retraining
and professional development courses on religious
studies are organized for public servants, educa-
tors, journalists, and representatives of religious
sectors (Nadirova et al., 2016). These courses are
an essential part of religious education, as they aim
to increase religious literacy and improve knowl-
edge of religious issues for professionals working
in diverse fields.

The key institutions involved in religious stud-
ies education in Kazakhstan include Al-Farabi
Kazakh National University, L.N. Gumilyov Eur-
asian National University, Abai Kazakh National
Pedagogical University, the Kazakhstan Institute
for Strategic Studies under the President of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan, and the Research and Analy-
sis Center of the Committee for Religious Affairs.
In reality, local scholars and educators remain the
actual driving force behind this discipline. These
specialists develop updated textbooks and consis-
tently run key research projects. Annual academic
conferences also provide them with a vital platform
for debate. Moreover, their regular expert consulta-
tions directly guide state structures and public orga-
nizations. In the end, such active work is what truly
shapes healthy religious literacy within the broader
population.

Student Enrollment at Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, 2020-2024
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In practice, Kazakhstan’s secular religious edu-
cation faces a severe deficit of qualified personnel.
Resolving this critical shortage demands a complete
overhaul of current professional training models.
Half-measures simply will not work here. Instead,
the academic sector needs a comprehensive suite of
highly practical, immediate solutions.

Addressing the current staff shortage starts with
scaling up the training of religious studies special-
ists. We can achieve this by introducing advanced
qualification courses and hands-on seminars for ed-
ucators. Crucially, the state must also offer better fi-
nancial incentives, such as higher pay and improved
working conditions. Together, these steps will build
a stronger talent pool, boost professional standards,
and make the field far more attractive to future ex-
perts (Kartabayeva, Soltyeva, Beisegulova 2015).

Another priority is upgrading the quality of text-
books used in religious studies. Addressing this is-
sue requires state support and financial assistance,
the establishment of expert advisory boards to en-
hance the quality of textbooks, and the involvement
of qualified authors in writing textbooks are essen-
tial. Furthermore, extra funding should be allocated
for the publication and distribution of high-quality
textbooks (Smagulov, 2010).

Thirdly, increasing financial support for re-
ligious studies research is essential. This can be
achieved by increasing funding for religious stud-
ies research, providing grants for scientific projects,
and supporting research institutes. The increase in
funding for religious studies research will contribute
to the development of religious studies as a field and
facilitate access to objective and scientifically-based
knowledge on religious issues (Nurqasymov, 2018).

Fourthly, it is necessary to strengthen the practi-
cal orientation of religious studies education. It can
be achieved by integrating practical training into the
curriculum, organizing internships for students of
religious organizations and government agencies,
and offering specialized courses aimed at improv-
ing the qualifications of religious studies special-
ists. Such measures will increase the demand for
religious studies professionals in the labor market
(Shyngysova, 2015).

Fifthly, it is important to increase the societal
demand for religious studies education. This re-
quires raising awareness of its societal relevance,
enhancing the role of religious studies specialists in
society, and promoting the unique value of religious
studies education. These efforts will help inspire
young people to pursue religious studies as a profes-
sion (Suleimenov, 2008).
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Public engagement matters just as much as
classroom instruction. To build real social pres-
tige for religious studies, experts must step out of
academia. This means frequent media appearances,
open public lectures, and direct participation in civic
life. Such a multi-layered approach will gradually
bridge the gap between academic theory and public
discourse. However, structural changes must hap-
pen on the ground first. Real progress in Kazakhstan
depends on specific priority zones.

Curriculum Modernization. Standardizing the
educational program across all levels is a baseline
necessity. This new framework must balance global
academic benchmarks with Kazakhstan’s specific
regional and cultural heritage.

Teacher Empowerment. Quality teaching re-
quires formal institutional backing. The state needs
to introduce rigorous certification paths and special-
ized training tracks. Furthermore, career longevity
for educators depends heavily on regular workshops,
international academic exchanges, and collaborative
research initiatives.

Resource Reallocation. Academic departments
cannot function on enthusiasm alone. Universities
and schools require direct financial injections to up-
grade specialized libraries and fund research labs.
This money must specifically target the creation of
interactive digital platforms and modern textbooks.

Preventive Alignment. Secular religious literacy
is a powerful shield. The curriculum should natu-
rally reinforce state-led efforts against radicalism
by teaching civic values, community tolerance, and
cross-cultural dialogue.

Ultimately, moving the field forward requires
a shift toward practical skills, better funding, and
global partnerships. Only modern teaching meth-
odologies and active public interest will turn these
academic goals into reality.

A healthy secular society relies heavily on ro-
bust education to anchor its stability and cultural
identity. Building this foundation demands a few
immediate, practical shifts. To start, universities
need dedicated departments that can attract top-tier
students and effectively groom the state should di-
rectly fund high-quality textbooks, ensuring they
pass through rigorous peer-review boards before
entering classrooms. Finally, target-driven research
grants and stronger institutional backing will keep
the entire discipline academically competitive.
(Kartabayeva et al., 2015).

Real-world application is what truly transforms
secular religious studies. Universities must embed
mandatory internships into their programs, sending
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students directly into state agencies and non-gov-
ernmental religious organizations. Experiencing the
field firsthand changes everything. Furthermore, this
practical foundation requires continuous support
through tailored professional development courses
for early-career specialists.

Driving public interest also requires actively
promoting the field’s social value and elevating
the role these experts play in communities. In the
context of international exchange, it is essential to
establish partnerships with foreign universities and
research centers, as well as provide opportunities
for students and faculty to participate in interna-
tional academic exchange programs. Furthermore,
by utilizing modern technologies, distance learning
courses can be developed and introduce interactive
teaching methods to elevate the quality of educa-
tion to a new level (Davis, Miroshnikova, 2013).
The implementation of all these measures will not
only strengthen the foundation of religious studies
education in Kazakhstan but also contribute to the
enrichment of the nation’s spiritual life. This will
stand as one of the most valuable legacies for future
generations (Zhumagulov, 2020).

According to available statistics, the accessibil-
ity of information related to religious studies educa-
tion in Kazakhstan is limited. Specific data — such as
the number of students enrolled in religious studies
programs, the number of qualified scholars and ex-
perts in the field, and the amount of funding allo-
cated for research -are often difficult to obtain, only
some general data are provided. There is no exact
information on the total number of students studying
in the “Religious Studies” program at universities in
Kazakhstan, but it can be stated that several hundred
students enroll in this program annually. The total
number of scholars and experts in religious studies
is also unknown (Orynbayev, 2012). To address the
lack of reliable and comprehensive data in the field
of religious studies education in Kazakhstan, it is
essential to implement the following recommenda-
tions:

Establish a Centralized National Database

- Developing a centralized digital platform un-
der the Ministry of Science and Higher Education or
the Committee on Religious Affairs is an essential
step.

This new digital infrastructure will track, orga-
nize, and publish vital statistical metrics on an an-
nual basis. Key areas of observation must include
compressive faculty. Furthermore, the platform will
archive actual scientific publications alongside ex-
act funding figures allocated by both state and pri-

vate institutions. Data cannot exist in a vacuum; it
needs a solid regulatory backbone to be useful.

Enforcing Institutional Reports. Academic
transparency requires strict administrative pressure.
The state must legally obligate universities, national
research centers, and affiliated government offices
to file detailed yearly activity resorts.

Standardization and Public Access. Raw docu-
mentation alone is insufficient. All submitted edu-
cational metrics must follow a unified national
template and entirely open to the general public,
establishing genuine academic accountability across
the sector.

Encourage Interagency Collaboration

- Strengthen coordination between educational
institutions, statistical offices, and religious affairs
bodies to improve data collection and verification
processes.

However, most of them work in universities,
research institutes, and government agencies. The
funding allocated for religious studies research is
not publicly disclosed. Nevertheless, it can be stated
that the amount of this funding is insufficient. The
absence of comprehensive data hinders an accurate
assessment of the current state of religious studies
education. Therefore, it is important to improve the
accessibility of statistical information in this field
(Zengin, Badagulova, 2017). Therefore, it is recom-
mended to establish a centralized national database
to collect and publish religious studies education
statistics annually.

The table presents statistical data on the num-
ber of students enrolled in the Religious Studies
program at Eurasian National University over the
past three years. This indicator chart is a critical
reflection of the trends in religious studies educa-
tion within one of Kazakhstan’s leading academic
institutions.

The data shows varying enrollment figures year
over year, reflecting both growing and declining
interest in the program. These fluctuations may be
influenced by public perception of the profession,
employment opportunities for graduates, and broad-
er socio-political factors affecting the demand for
religious education specialists. Ultimately, student
enrollment numbers tell a clear story.

Positive enrollment dynamics directly indicate
shifting public priorities. Today, citizens increasing-
ly view religious literacy as a core pillar of national
security, social statistical shifts typically signal un-
derlying structural weaknesses. These include lim-
ited career paths for recent graduates and a general
deficit of institutional promotion.
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Table 3

Trends in Student Enrollment at L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University
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Kazakhstan has undeniably made significant
breakthroughs in this sector. The state successfully
institutionalized a functional academic framework,
launched targeted specialist training, and stimulated
foundational scientific research. These coordinated
domestic initiatives have established a completely
new baseline for religious literacy across the coun-
try. Yet, despite these achievements, serious struc-
tural hurdles remain. The field is still held back by
a noticeable shortage of highly qualified profes-
sors, poorly written textbooks, and a chronic lack
of funding for research. Moreover, many academic
programs focus too much on theory rather than real-
world practice, which in the end, keeps the public
demand for this degree relatively low.

Conclusion

Since independence, Kazakhstan has seen its re-
ligious education develop along with the changing
spiritual and political realities of the country. Re-
ligious diversity proactive protection. As a strictly
secular state, Kazakhstan leverages this educational
sector to systematically promote tolerance and open
interfaith dialogue. Secular instruction also serves
as a vital shield against external radical risks. Con-
sequently, over the last few years, the government
has actively integrated specialized religious studies
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15 20 25

H Bechelor

programs across all academic levels. This institu-
tional expansion into schools, colleges, and univer-
sities directly address modern societal shifts and
pressing global demands. However, despite these
efforts, there are serious obstacles in this area. To-
day, it is struggling with a lack of qualified profes-
sors, outdated or poorly written textbooks, and a
lack of funding for deep academic research. In ad-
dition, many university programs are too theoreti-
cal and lack of practical attention ultimately leads
to a significant decrease in the interest of society
and prospective students. Overcoming these issues
requires coordinated efforts among the state, edu-
cational institutions, civil society, and international
partners.

In the context of the complex processes of de
secularization and transformation of the confes-
sional space in the post-Soviet period, the state
managed to create a unique institutional model for
regulating religious pluralism and social harmony,
while maintaining its principles of constitutional
secularism. In this architectonics, religious educa-
tion is not just a set of academic disciplines, but,
first of all, is recognized as the main preventive and
ideological mechanism for promoting intercultural
and interfaith dialogue in society, establishing civic
tolerance and preventing destructive phenomena
such as religious extremism and radicalism. Today,
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the model of continuous religious studies education
has been fully institutionalized, combining the lev-
els of secondary, technical and vocational, as well
as higher and postgraduate education. However, the
processes of modern globalization, the digitalization
of information flows and the transformation of reli-
gious identities pose new scientific, theoretical and
practical tasks for this system. The analysis shows
that there are still a number of systemic dysfunc-
tions that prevent the full realization of the internal
potential of Russian religious studies science and
education. The shortage of specialists, the conceptu-
al obsolescence of educational and methodological
content, the asymmetry of funding for empirical and
applied research, as well as the remoteness of edu-
cational programs from the real pragmatic demands
of the labor market indicate the need for comprehen-
sive and rapid reforms in this area. At the same time,
the issue of a clear distinction between the concepts
of “religious scholar” and “priest” in the public con-
sciousness, the elimination of marginal social de-
mand by increasing the prestige of the profession, is
also on the agenda.

Overcoming these structural and substantive
crises requires the synergy of the state apparatus,
educational institutions, the scientific community,
the civil sector and international experts. Within the
framework of this study, the proposed strategic di-
rections — from the reconceptualization of Person-
nel potential to the introduction of digital didac-
tics, increasing funding for scientific research on a
evidence-based basis and establishing international
academic partnership-are scientifically based mech-
anisms for raising the domestic School of religious
studies to a qualitatively new level. Only by com-
bining educational programs with practical (expert-
analytical, conflictological) skills can we form a
universal body of specialists who are competitive in

the labor market, able to quickly respond to modern
challenges.

Ultimately, the modernization of the religious
education system and the expansion of its scientific
field in the Republic of Kazakhstan is a strategical-
ly important investment in the intellectual capital,
cultural security and long-term internal stability of
the state. The process of religiosity Education, or-
ganized competently, objectively and academically
impartially, develops a critical thinking system of
the individual, strengthens internal immunity to re-
ligious manipulation, and also serves to strengthen
the foundations of an inclusive society that is resis-
tant to modern shocks. The systematic and success-
ful implementation of reforms in this direction will
allow Kazakhstan Not only to ensure stability with-
in itself, but also to show a benchmark model for
managing secular religious education and interfaith
harmony in the Central Asian region, thereby dem-
onstrating its commitment to building a harmonious
and peaceful future at the global level. It contributes
not only to the spiritual development of individuals
but also to the strengthening of a cohesive, tolerant,
and resilient society. Ensuring the success of these
efforts will allow Kazakhstan to set a regional ex-
ample in the field of religious education and demon-
strate its commitment to fostering a harmonious and
inclusive future.
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